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Jan.  22.  Visit  www. 
governingcouncil. 
utoronto.ca/elections.htm 
for  more  information. 
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BY  AILS  A FERGUSON 

Six  faculty  members  are  among  the 
57  new  appointments  to  the  Order  of 
Canada,  this  country’s  highest  civilian 
honour  for  outstanding  lifetime  achieve- 
ment, announced  Dec.  30  by  Governor 
General  Michaelle  Jean. 

Professor  James  Orbinski  of  the 
Dalla  Lana  School  of  Public  Health  and 
a senior  fellow  at  the  Munk  Centre  for 
International  Studies  was  named  a mem- 
ber of  the  order,  the  second-highest  rank 
after  companion,  as  was  Professor  Mel 
Cappe,  who  teaches  part-time  in  the 
School  of  Public  Policy  and  Governance. 
Professor  Emeritus  Bernard  Goldman 
of  surgery,  Professor  Patrick  Gullane 
of  otolaryngology,  Jeffrey  Lozon, 
an  adjunct  faculty  member  in  health 
policy,  management  and  evaluation, 
and  Patricia  Parr  of  the  Faculty  of  Music 
were  named  members  of  the  order. 

Orbinski,  international  president 
of  Medecins  Sans  Frontieres/  Doctors 
Without  Borders  (MSF)  from  1998  to 
2001,  is  cited  for  his  contributions  as  a 
physician  who  has  worked  to  improve 
healthcare  access  and  delivery  in  develop- 
ing countries  and  as  an  advocate  for  those 
who  have  been  silenced  by  war,  genocide 
and  mass  starvation.  As  president  of  MSF 
he  launched  its  access  to  essential  medi- 
cines campaign  in  1999  and  that  year 
accepted  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  awarded  to 
MSF  for  its  pioneering  approach  to  medi- 
cal humanitarianism.  Before  becoming 
president  of  MSF  he  served  in  the  field  in 
Somalia,  .Afghanistan,  Rwanda  and  Zaire. 

Cited  for  his  contributions  to  the  federal 
public  service,  Cappe  was  recognized  most 
notably  for  his  service  as  a deputy  minis- 
ter, as  a clerk  of  the  Privy  Council  and  as 
secretary  to  the  Cabinet.  As  president  of 
the  Institute  for  Research  on  Public  Policy, 
Cappe  spent  more  than  30  years  in  the 
Canadian  public  service,  most  recently 
as  high  commissioner  for  Canada  to  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Northern  Ireland  before  joining  IRPP. 

Goldman’s  citation  praised  him  for 
his  contributions  to  the  field  of  cardiac 
surgery  as  well  as  to  the  advancement  of 
cardiac  care  in  Ontario.  His  current  clini- 
cal research  involves  aortic  valve  replace- 
ment with  the  stentless  porcine  valve, 
mitral  valve  repair  and  valve  surgery  in 
the  elderly;  coronary  artery  bypass  graft- 
ing with  emphasis  on  myocardial  protec- 
tion; coronary  endarterectomy;  arterial 
revascularization;  and  cardiac  pacing 
with  a special  interest  in  surgical  aspects 
of  implantation,  management  of 
complications  and  extraction  . 

Recognized  in  ternationally  as  a leader 
in  the  field  of  head  and  neck  surgery, 
Gullane  is  lauded  for  his  contributions 
to  the  field  of  otolaryngology  and  as  an 
inspiration  to  many  young  surgeons. 
Currently  chair  of  the  Department 
of  Otolaryngology  — Head  and  Neck 
Surgery,  Gullane  was  the  first  Canadian 
to  serve  as  president  of  both  the  American 
Head  and  Neck  Society  and  the  North 
American  Skull  Base  Society.  Over  the 
years  he  has  received  numerous  honours 
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FPEH  dean 

BY  ELAINE  SMITH 

A highly  respected  exercise  physio- 
logist has  been  chosen  as  the  new  dean 
of  the  University  of  Toronto's  Faculty 
of  Physical  Education  and  Health. 

Professor  Ira  Jacobs,  chair  of  York 
University’s  School  of  Kinesiology  and 
Health  Science,  will  join  U of  TJuly  1. 
Governing  Council’s  agenda  committee 
approved  his  five-year  decanal  term  last 
week. 

The  new  dean  succeeds  Professor  Bruce 
Kidd,  a Canadian  Olympian  and  expert 
on  Olympic  history  who  will  step  down 
June  30.  The  torch  Kidd  passes  to  Jacobs  will 
include  responsibility  for  continuing  the  efforts 
to  strengthen  undergraduate  and  graduate 
degree  programs  and  create  synergy 
between  co-curricular  programs 
and  high  perfonnance  sport  in 
ways  that  benefit  all  parties. 

“Professor  Jacobs  joins  the 
Facul  ty  of  Physical  Education 
and  Health  during  an  exciting 
time  of  growth  and  change,”  said 
Professor  Cheryl  Misak,  vice-president 
and  provost.  “I  am  confident  that  he  will 
provide  excellent  leadership  and  I am 
delighted  to  welcome  him  to  U of  T.” 

Jacobs  earned  his  doctorate  in  clini- 
cal physiology  from  Sweden’s  Karolinska 
Institute  where  he  specialized  in  skeletal 
muscle  metabolism.  For  the  next  25  years, 
he  did  extensive  exercise  physiology 
research  while  working  for  the  Canadian 
government’s  human  performance  labo- 
ratory, operated  by  the  Department  of 
National  Defence.  He  attained  the  position 
of  chief  scientist  there  and  received  recog- 


nition for  initiating  and  leading  a unique 
international  research  group  that  helped 
enhance  the  performance  of  military  spe- 
cial operations  units  through  their  research 
and  advice  about  nutritional  and  pharma- 
cological strategies. 

In  2007,  Jacobs  became  chair  of  York's 
School  of  Kinesiology  and  Health  Science, 
the  largest  kinesiology  program  in  North 
America.  He  is  currently  president  of  the 
Canadian  Council  of  University  Physical 
Education  and  Kinesiology  Administrators 
and  a fellow  of  the  American  College  of 
Sports  Medicine,  as  well  as  a past  presi- 
dent of  the  Canadian  Society  for  Exercise 
Physiology. 

Jacobs’  research  has  led  to  the  publica- 
tion of  more  than  200  scientific  articles, 
reports  and  book  chapters  about 
research  interests  that  include 
the  physiological  responses  to 
physical  exertion  in  environmental 
extremes,  performance  enhance- 
ment through  pharmacological  and 
nutritional  manipulation  of  metabo- 
lism and  energy  metabolism. 

“As  both  a scientist  and  academic  admin- 
istrator, I am  thrilled  to  join  the  University 
of  Toronto,  an  institution  renowned  for 
the  quality  of  its  faculty  and  its  research,” 
said  Jacobs.  “It  is  particularly  exciting 
to  do  so  at  a time  when  both  public 
awareness  and  researchers  from  a broad 
spectrum  of  disciplines  acknowledge 
the  tremendously  important  biological, 
behavioural  and  socio-cultural  impacts 
of  physical  activity,  physical  inactivity, 
sports  and  athletics.  I look  forward  to 
making  a contribution  to  the  tradition 
of  excellence  here.” 


Erin  Fitzgerald  will  realize  her  dream  of  doing  graduate  work  at  Oxford. 

ARTS  AND  SCIENCE  STUDENT  EARNS 
RHODES  SCHOLARSHIP 


BY  ELAINE  SMITH 

Erin  Fitzgerald,  a fourth-year  student 
in  international  relations  and  political 
science,  is  off  to  study  at  the  University 
of  Oxford  next  year,  courtesy  of  a 
Rhodes  Scholarship. 

Fitzgerald  is  one  of  two  Ontarians 
and  1 1 Canadians  to  earn  the  presti- 
gious scholarship  for  2010.  Established 
in  1903,  the  scholarships  provide  stu- 


dents with  tuition  and  fees  to  Oxford 
for  two  years  and  a stipend.  The  selec- 
tion process  is  highly  competitive  and 
involves  an  application,  references  and 
an  in-depth  interview.  Candidates  are 
required  to  show  evidence  of  academic 
excellence,  leadership,  community 
engagement  and  physical  vitality  in 
order  to  meet  founder  Cecil  Rhodes' 
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LETTER  FROM  THE  EDITOR 

New  calendar  years ... 


are  generally  considered  time  for  new  beginnings  and  here 
at  the  Bulletin  you  may  notice  a few  changes.  Personnel,  for 
instance.  Our  wonderful  publisher,  Erin  Lemon,  and  one  of 
our  writers,  Anjum  Nayyar,  are  away  on  maternity  leaves, 
while  writer  Tammy  Thorne  has  gone  on  to  a position  at 
the  Bloomberg  Faculty  of  Nursing.  Stepping  into  the  writing 
breach  will  be  Jennifer  Lanthier,  a veteran  journalist  who  has 
worked  for  the  National  Post  and  also  served  on  the  commu- 
nications team  in  the  premier’s  office.  Her  excellent  writing 
skills  and  quick  grasp  of  issues  should  make  the  transition  an 
easy  one. 

For  the  next  few  months,  we'll  also  be  shifting  the  focus 
of  some  of  our  stories  from  undergraduate  programs  to 
professional  schools.  We  have  an  outstanding  array  of 
professional  degree  programs  and  they,  too,  deserve  their 
moment  in  the  sun.  We’ll  try  to  brighten  the  gloom  of 
winter  with  interesting  pieces  about  excellent  programs 
in  law,  business  and  other 
fields. 

The  sands  haven’t  shifted 
completely,  however.  We’ll 
still  continue  to  bring  you 
news  about  policy  and 
research.  And  we’ll  con- 
tinue to  celebrate  the  many 
achievements  of  faculty 
and  staff  in  various  ways: 
through  our  Awards  and 
Honours  column,  in  awards- 
focused  stories  and  in 
features  that  highlight  the 
work  being  done  in  the  class- 
room and  outside  of  it,  too. 

You  can  also  count  on 
seeing  our  Forum  columns,  sharing  insights  and  opinions  of 
members  of  our  community,  as  well  as  the  popular  He  Said, 
She  Said  humour  column  and  former  staff  member  Nouman 
Ashraf’s  periodic  musings  about  life  as  a PhD  student.  We 
hope  there  is  something  — or  many  things  — among  this 
melange  to  catch  your  interest.  To  find  out  for  sure,  we’ll  be 
conducting  a survey  in  the  next  few  months  so  we  can  tinker 
as  necessary  to  meet  your  needs. 

Happy  New  Year  and  happy  reading! 

Regards, 


Elaine  Smith 

Editor 

elaine.smith@utoronto.ca 

416-978-7016 
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AWARDS  & HONOURS 


and  developmental  biology.  Since  its  incep- 
tion, the  society’s  purpose  is  to  encourage  com- 
munication and  collaboration  between  young 
investigators  and  those  more  established  and 
to  provide  productive  interchange. 


FACULTY  OF  ARTS  & SCIENCE 
Professor  Steven  Scott  of  geology  has  been 
selected  to  receive  the  Austrian  Academy  of 
Science  2010  Haddon  Forrester  King  Medal.  The 
medal  recognizes  the  contributions  of  the  late 
Haddon  King  to  the  application  of  the  geologi- 
cal and  related  sciences  to  the  search  for  mineral 
deposits  in  Australia.  It  is  given  to  a scientist  for 
original  and  sustained  contributions  to  earth 
and  related  sciences,  particularly  the  discovery, 
evaluation  and  exploitation  of  mineral  deposits. 
Scott  was  also  named  the  Dr.  Werner  Petersen 
Foundation’s  first-ever  Excellence  Professor  at 
a ceremony  in  Kiel,  Germany,  in  November. 

Professor  Paul  Stevens  of  English  is  the  win- 
ner of  the  2009  Irene  Samuel  Memorial  Prize  for 
Early  Modern  Nationalism  and  Milton ’s  England 
(U  of  T Press).  The  prize,  which  he  shares  with 
co-editor  David  Loewenstein  of  the  University 
of  Wisconsin-Madison,  is  awarded  by  the  Milton 
Society  of  America  for  the  best  collection  of 
essays  published  on  Milton  in  2008,  the  400th 
anniversary  of  Milton’s  birth.  According  to  The 
Review  of  English  Studies,  Britain’s  premier  jour- 
nal in  literary  studies,  the  volume  “sets  the  stan- 
dard for  the  most  compelling,  judicious  conversa- 
tion on  the  subject  [of  Milton  and  nationalism].” 

FACULTY  OF  MEDICINE 
Professor  John  Kingdom  of  obstetrics  and 
gynecology  has  been  elected  president  of  the 
Perinatal  Research  Society  for  2010-2011.  The 
society  was  established  in  1969  to  foster  scien- 
tific interchange  among  people  whose  research 
interests  are  in  the  area  of  perinatal  medicine 


OISE 

Professor  Alister  Cumming,  director  of  the 
Modern  Language  Centre,  received  an  honor- 
ary degree  from  the  University  of  Copenhagen. 
Queen  Margrethe  II  of  Denmark  presided  over 
the  ceremony  Nov.  12.  Cumming,  well  known 
for  his  work  on  second  language  acquisition,  was 
praised  by  Professor  Jens  Erik  Mogensen  of  the 
University  of  Copenhagen,  who  wrote  that  his 
“expertise  is  extremely  relevant  to  the  recently 
established  Centre  for  Internationalization 
and  Parallel  Language  Use  at  the  University 
of  Copenhagen.  Awarding  Alister  Cumming 
an  honorary  doctorate  will  not  only  mean  the 
recognition  of  a distinguished  scholar  but  will 
also  strengthen  the  already  existing  close  ties 
between  the  Danish  research  community  and 
Alister  Cumming.” 

LESLIE  DAN  FACULTY  OF  PHARMACY 
Professor  Wayne  Hindmarsh,  former  dean 
of  the  faculty,  has  been  recognized  by  Pharmacy 
Practice  with  its  Lifetime  Service  Award,  an 
honour  in  its  Commitment  to  Care  and  Service 
Awards  program.  The  award  is  given  to  a person 
who  has  made  a significant  impact  on  the  pro- 
fession of  pharmacy,  either  as  a pharmacist  or 
as  an  advocate  for  the  profession.  In  a profile  of 
Hindmarsh  in  the  November  issue,  his  efforts  to 
advance  the  role  of  the  pharmacist  were  noted. 
The  Commitment  to  Care  and  Service  Awards 
recognize  pharmacists,  pharmacy  owners  and 
managers,  pharmacy  teams,  front  shop  person- 
nel and  collaborative  teams  for  their  innovative 
contributions  to  pharmacy  practice. 

COMPILED  BY  AILSA  FERGUSON 


CFI  awards  U of  T more  than  $3  million 


BY  JENNIFER  HSU 

The  Canada  Foundation 
for  Innovation  (CFI)  has 
awarded  U of  T more  than  $3 
million  through  the  Leaders 
Opportunity  Fund  (LOF) 
and  $950,676  through  the 
Infrastructure  Operating  Fund 
(IOF).  The  contributions  assist 
19  projects  concerning  health, 
social  and  environmental 
issues. 

“The  investments  being 
announced  today  further 
enhance  our  country’s  reputa- 
tion as  a destination  of  choice 
for  outstanding  researchers,” 
said  Dr.  Eliot  Phillipson,  CFI's 
president  and  CEO. 

Since  its  inception  in  1997, 
CFI  has  committed  almost  $5.2 
billion  in  support  of  more  than 
6,300  projects  at  130  institu- 
tions in  65  municipalities 
across  Canada. 

“The  new  infrastructure, 
supported  by  CFI,  in  U of  T’s 
Muscle  Function  and 
Performance  Lab  allows  us  to 
obtain  novel  measurements 
of  skeletal  muscle  function  in 
children  with  Duchenne  mus- 
cular dystrophy,  a condition 
causing  progressive  muscle 
weakness  and  loss  of  indepen- 
dent walking  ability  in  children 


by  early  to  mid-teens,”  said 
Professor  Sunita  Mathur  of 
physical  therapy.  “Our  project 
develops  new  physical  therapy 
interventions  and  clinical  out- 
come measures  that  maintain 
independent  mobility.” 

Mathur  is  one  of  19  U of  T 
professors  who  will  benefit 
from  CFI  investment. 

“LOF  provides  the  core 
infrastructure  for  a major  U of  T 
child  welfare  initiative.  We 
are  creating  Ontario’s  first 
longitudinal  database  of  child 
protection  services  and  build- 
ing a laboratory  that  will  house 
this  and  other  key  child  wel- 
fare databases,”  said  Professor 
Aron  Shlonsky  of  the 
Factor-Inwentash  Faculty  of 
Social  Work.  “Once  built,  the 
laboratory  and  databases  will 
generate  timely  and  relevant 
evidence  used  to  inform  and 
guide  policy-makers  and  prac- 
titioners from  across  Ontario  as 
they  contend  with  the  multiple 
complex  challenges  faced  by 
maltreated  children.” 

The  latest  round  of  fund- 
ing also  provides  support  to: 
Dionne  Aleman  (mechanical 
and  industrial  engineering), 
Irene  Andrulis  (molecular 
genetics),  Shannon  Dunn 
(immunology),  Urban 


Emmenegger  (medicine), 
Mark  Fitzpatrick  (U  of  T 
Scarborough,  biological 
sciences),  Geoffrey  Hinton 
(computer  science),  Peter  Kim 
(surgery),  Philip  K.  Kim  (bio- 
chemistry), Rebecca  Laposa 
(pharmacology),  Ryan  Lilien 
(computer  science),  Carl 
Mitchell  (U  of  T Scarborough, 
environmental  science), 
Daniel  Mueller  (psychiatry), 
Elizabeth  Page-Gould  (U  of  T 
Scarborough,  psychology), 
Matthew  Ratto  (information), 
Craig  Steeves  (aerospace), 
Guojun  Yang  (UTM,  biology) 
and  Rongmin  Zhao  (U  of  T 
Scarborough,  biological 
sciences). 

“The  marvellous  support 
of  CFI  fuels  our  research 
community,”  said  Professor 
Paul  Young,  vice-president 
(research).  “This  investment 
will  help  our  faculty  generate  a 
wealth  of  new  discoveries  that 
improve  our  health,  extend 
our  lives,  raise  our  standard 
of  living  and  promote  sustain- 
able environmental  practices.j 
While  no  single  measurement 
can  quantify  the  magnitude  of 
these  benefits,  CFI  and  similar 
programs  can  take  pride  in 
knowing  they  ignite  brilliant 
progress.” 
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Four  engineering  professors 
named  AMS  fellows 


BY  CAROLYN  FARRELL 

Four  U of  T professors 
from  the  Faculty  of  Applied 
Science  and  Engineering 
have  been  elected  fellows 
of  the  American  Association 
for  the  Advancement  of 
Science  (AAAS),  the  largest 
international 
organization 
dedicated  to 
advancing 
science  or  its 
applications 
on  a global 
basis. 

Professors  Will  Cluett 
of  chemical  engineering  and 
applied  chemistry,  Bryan 
Karney  of  civil  engineering, 
Javad  Mostaghimi  of  mechan- 
ical and  industrial  engineering 
and  Edward  Sargent  of  elec- 
trical and  computer  engineer- 
ing are  among  the  48  fellows 
elected  to  AAAS’  Engineering 
Section,  more  than  for  any 
other  single  institution. 

Currently  chair  of  the 
Division  of  Engineering 
Science,  Cluett  is  the  former 
vice-dean  (undergraduate)  for 
the  faculty.  He  is  a respected 
member  of  the  Canadian  pro- 
cess control  community  and 
is  well  known  for  his  work  in 
process  identification,  control 
and  design.  Cluett  has  worked 
tirelessly  to  improve  the  qual- 
ity of  engineering  education; 
one  of  his  most  significant 
achievements  was  leading  the 
creation  and  introduction  of 
the  groundbreaking  first-year 
course  Engineering  Strategies 
and  Practice  in  2003.  He  was 
elected  an  AAAS  fellow  for 
distinguished  contributions  to 
process  control  and  design  and 


to  undergraduate  engineering 
education  through  curriculum 
design  and  innovation. 

Karney  is  the  associate-dean 
(cross-disciplinary  programs) 
and  director  of  the  Division 
of  Environmental  Engineering 
and  Energy  Systems.  An  out- 
standing researcher  in  the  field 
of  water 
transient 
analysis,  he 
has  recently 
focused  his 
research  on 
energy  and 
energy  distribution  systems.  A 
leader  in  curriculum  develop- 
ment, Karney  spearheaded  an 
initiative  to  create  minors  in 
sustainable  energy  and  envi- 
ronmental engineering  and 
partnered  with  the  university’s 
Centre  for  Environment  to 
create  a new  arts  and  science 
minor  in  environment  and 
energy.  His  election  to  AAAS 
fellowship  is  based  on  his  dis- 
tinguished contributions  to 
engineering  education  and  to 
the  study  of  transient  analysis 
in  water  supply  systems. 

Mostaghimi  is  University 
of  Toronto  Distinguished 
Professor  in  Plasma 
Engineering  and  co-founder 
of  the  Centre  for  Advanced 
Coating  Technologies. 
Internationally  recognized 
as  a leader  in  his  field,  he 
was  elected  an  AAAS  fellow 
for  his  distinguished  contri- 
butions to  thermal  plasma 
processing,  particularly  the 
development  of  mathematical 
models  of  plasma  sources  and 
thermal  spray  coating  forma- 
tion. Mostaghimi’s  advances 
in  the  understanding  of  the 
thermal  spray  process  could 


lead  to  more  effective  meth- 
ods of  protecting  combustion 
engines  and  turbines  from 
heat,  improving  their  thermal 
efficiency  and  resulting  in 
substantial  savings  in  fuel  and 
lower  emissions  of  greenhouse 
gases. 

A Canada  Research  Chair 
in  nanotechnology,  Sargent 
was  elected  an  AAAS  fellow  for 
distinguished  contributions 
to  the  development  of  solar 
cells  and  light  sensors  based 
on  solution-processed  semi- 
conductors. Sargent  has  cre- 
ated a process  that  effectively 
transforms  the  sun’s  infrared 
rays  into  electricity  by  means 
of  a semiconductor  paint,  a 
process  that  has  the  potential 
to  turn  solar  power  into  a prac- 
tical and  cost-effective  energy 
source.  His  research  also  has 
important  applications  in  the 
area  of  light  sensors  and  could 
lead  to  substantial  advance- 
ments in  the  performance 
of  digital  cameras  and  other 
electronic  devices.  Recently 
Sargent  made  worldwide 
headlines  for  co-developing 
a microchip  that  detects  the 
presence  of  cancer. 

“We  are  extremely  grate- 
ful and  proud  that  AAAS  has 
honoured  four  of  our  col- 
leagues with  fellowship,”  said 
Professor  Cristina  Amon, 
dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Applied 
Science  and  Engineering.  “The 
calibre  and  breadth  of  these 
professors'  accomplishments 
demonstrate  our  faculty’s 
strength  in  both  research  and 
engineering  education.” 

This  year’s  AAAS  fellows 
will  be  honoured  at  the  AAAS 
Fellows  Forum  in  San  Diego  on 
Feb.  20. 


NaAas 
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Moody's  awards  U of  T strong 
credit  rating 


BY  ELAINE  SMITH 

Moody’s  Investors  Service, 
the  respected  credit  rating 
service,  issued  a December 
2009  report  that  sustains  the 
University  of  Toronto’s  Aal 
credit  rating. 

Effects  of  challenging  eco- 
nomic times  notwithstand- 
ing, Moody’s  believes  the  uni- 
versity “retains  strong  fiscal 
flexibility  and  is  able  to  make 
ongoing  adjustments  to  its 
budgets  in  order  to  ensure  the 
posting  of  satisfactory  fiscal 
outcomes.”  It  recognizes 
U of  T’s  research  strength 
and  its  position  as  a leading 
post-secondary  institution  in 
Canada  and  notes  that  the  uni- 
versity’s strong  balance  sheet 


indicates  the  magnitude  of  its 
financial  resources  in  compari- 
son with  its  obligations. 

The  Aal  rating  and  stable 
outlook  are  unchanged  from 
the  rating  U of  T received 
this  past  spring. 

Moody’s  rates  post- 
secondary institutions  by 
considering  a variety  of 
factors,  including  market 
position,  governance  and 
management  and  operating 
performance.  The  ratings 
rationale  highlights  the 
success  of  the  university’s 
new  budget  model  that 
is  designed  to  improve 
decision-making  at  the 
faculty  level  and  better  equip 
U of  T with  the  tools  to  meet 
its  academic  goals. 


The  ratings  assessment  also 
underscores: 

• a governing  council 
empowered  and  equipped 
to  oversee  and  monitor 
management, 

• the  development  and 

use  of  multi-year  frameworks 
for  academic  and  financial 
planning,  and 

• U of  T’s  success  in  securing 
research  grant  money. 

“It  is  gratifying  that  Moody’s 
recognizes  the  university's 
strengths.  From  their  posi- 
tive view  of  the  new  budget 
model  to  their  acknowledge- 
ment of  the  prudence  of  our 
capital  borrowing  strategy, 
the  report  was  very  encourag- 
ing,” said  President  David 
Naylor. 
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U OF  T RESEARCH 
TOPS  N.  Y.  TIMES’ 

2009  IDEAS  LIST 


BY  ELAINE  SMITH 


Research  by  U of  T profes- 
sors Ian  Lancashire  and 
Graeme  Hirst  has  garnered 
top  spot  in  the  N.  Y.  Times?  9th 
Annual  Year  in  Ideas.  and  the  brief  paper  can  be 

Lancashire,  a professor  of  grasped  and  applied  by  any- 


of,  a change  in  their  personal 
language.  People  have  a horde 
of  e-mail  or  blog  entries  now 
that  go  back  some  years.  The 
simple  vocabulary  measures 
used  in  the  poster,  the  graph 


English,  and  Hirst,  a computer 
scientist,  provide  evidence 
that  famed  mystery  novelist 
Agatha  Christie  suffered  from 
Alzheimer’s -related  dementia 
during  the  final  years  of  her 
life.  It’s  a conclusion  some  of 
her  biographers  have  reached, 
but  the  U of  T duo  offers  proof. 

The  pair  digitized  14  of  her 
novels  and  used  textual  analy- 
sis software  to  determine  the 
richness  and  size  of  the  vocab- 
ulary used,  as  well  as  phrases 
often  repeated  and  an  increase 
in  the  use  of  indefinite  words, 
an  indicator  of  the  disease. 

Their  results,  published 
in  a paper  titled  Vocabulary 
Changes  in  Agatha  Christie’s 
Mysteries  as  an  Indication  of 
Dementia,  were  statistically 
significant.  They  showed  that 
her  final  two  books  use  a much 
smaller  vocabulary  than  her 
earlier  works,  with  differences 
as  large  as  31  per  cent.  Other 
later  works  compared  with  her 
last  two  volumes  also  show  a 
much  richer  vocabulary. 

“This  publicity  — and  the 
honour  it  bestows  — reflects  a 
hope  that  an  aging  society  has 
for  ways  to  detect  Alzheimer’s 
disease,  a human  scourge, 
earlier  than  possible  now,” 
said  Lancashire.  “People  in  all 
walks  of  life  can  understand, 
and  even  become  conscious 


MS 


one,  privately,  non-invasively. 
The  findings  astonished  me 
when  I found  them  two  years 
ago.  If  the  N.  Y.  Times  recog- 
nition brings  more  medical 
researchers  to  study  language, 
I’ll  be  delighted.” 

Lancashire  said  the  New 
York  Times  publicity  is  also 
a recognition  of  the  value  of 
interdisciplinary  research  and 
the  role  the  humanities  have 
to  play  in  such  projects. 

“At  Toronto,  the  N.  Y.  Times 
notice  highlights  the  deep 
strength  of  this  university  in 
interdisciplinary  research. 

Even  English  professors  may 
have  a role  to  play  in  practi- 
cal research  of  broad  public 
interest.  I could  not  have 
presented  and  interpreted 
my  findings  properly  without 
the  collaboration  of  Graeme 
Hirst  in  computational  lin- 
guistics and  Regina  Jokel 
at  Baycrest.  I am  so  fortunate 
to  work  in  a team  now  with 
these  colleagues  and  Graeme’s 
student  Xuan  Le." 

Lancashire  and  Hirst  plan  to 
continue  their  textual  analysis 
work,  examining  the  writings 
of  mystery  novelist  P.D.  James, 
who  continues  to  be  prolific  as 
she  ages,  and  mystery  writers 
such  as  Ross  MacDonald,  who 
is  known  to  have  suffered  from 
Alzheimer’s  disease. 


f Jackson  Humanities  Institute 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 

2010  ALEXANDER  LECTURES 

Theory  of  the  Lyric 
Jonathan  Culler 

Class  of  1916  Professor  of  English  and  Comparative  Literature 
Cornell  University 

Monday,  February  8 
An  Inductive  Approach 

Tuesday,  February  9 
Theories  of  the  Lyric 

Wednesday,  February  10 
Lyric  Address 

Thursday,  February  1 1 
Performativity  and  Performance 

4:30  p.m..  Room  140,  University  College 
1 5 Kings  College  Circle,  University  of  Toronto 

Members  of  the  faculty,  staff,  students  and  the  public  are  cordially  invited. 
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The  Hart  House 
Hair  Place 

FINEST  CUTTING  & STYLING 
WE  ALSO  DO  COLOUR  AND  HIGHLIGHTING 

Mon.  to  Fri.  8:30  - 5:30  • Sat.  9:00  - 5:00 
For  appointment  call  416-978-2431 

7 Hart  House  Circle 


MaRS  Global  Leadership  Event 


the 

QMusic  of 
^collaboration 


February  4,  5:30-7:30pm 

The  way  we  listen  to  each  other  can  transform  collaborative 
concepts  of  leadership,  team  dynamics,  innovation  and  creativity 
- shaping  our  approach  to  all  kinds  of  meetings,  proposals 
and  negotiations. 


Join  acclaimed  conductor/composer  Rob  Kapilow  and  the 
Gryphon  Trio  for  an  entertaining,  interactive  session  exploring 
the  kind  of  listening  that  makes  "playing  together"  possible  in 
any  collaboration. 


MaRS  Centre,  101  College  Street,  Toronto 

To  register  for  this  event  visit  www.marsdd.com/music2010 

generously 


ARTS  AND  SCIENCE  STUDENT  EARNS  RHODES  SCHOLARSHIP 


CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 
vision  for  developing  out- 
standing leaders  who  would 
make  a positive  difference  in 
the  world. 

U of  T’s  newest  Rhodes 
Scholar  certainly  fits  the 
requirements.  In  addition  to 
her  academic  prowess,  she  is 
chair  of  U of  T’s  G8  research 
group,  a network  that  moni- 
tors and  reports  on  the  actions 
of  the  G7  and  G8  organiza- 
tions. 

“I’ve  been  involved  with 
the  group  since  my  first  year,” 
she  said.  “This  year,  with  the 
summit  in  Canada,  we’ll  be 
much  more  involved  and 
have  a lot  more  contact  with 
government.” 

Fitzgerald  serves  as  a student 
representative  to  University 
Affairs  Board  and  is  also  an 
internationally  ranked  karate 
athlete.  She  recently  returned 
with  the  Hart  House  team 
from  the  World  Debating 


Six  named  to 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 
and  awards  including  honorary  fel- 
lowship in  the  Royal  Australasian 
College  of  Surgeons  in  2006. 

Lozon,  president  and  CEO  of 
St.  Michael’s  Hospital  from  2000 
to  2009,  is  cited  for  his  innova- 
tive and  sustained  leadership 
in  healthcare  management  and 
for  having  advanced  patient 
care,  particularly  at  St.  Michael’s 
Hospital.  Lozon  joined  St. 
Michael’s  in  1991  and  led  the 
hospital  through  a major  finan- 
cial and  strategic  turnaround, 
positioning  it  as  a model  of  fiscal 
responsibility,  management  and 
patient  care.  In  March  1999  he 
served  on  secondment  for  a year 
as  deputy  minister  of  health  and 


Championships  in  Turkey 
where  she  helped  judge  the 
competition. 

The  future  Rhodes  Scholar 
chose  to  attend  U of  T because 
of  its  strong  international  rela- 
tions program.  She  was  origi- 
nally interested  in  develop- 
ment work  but  said  her  inter- 
ests have  shifted  more  towards 
military  issues.  She  spent  the 
past  summer  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  working  at  a think  tank, 
the  Center  for  Strategic  and 
International  Studies. 

“I’m  still  interested  in  devel- 
opment and  the  nexus  between 
the  two  areas,”  she  noted.  “The 
military  instrument  can  create 
conditions  for  development 
organizations  to  work  and  I 
hope  to  explore  that  during 
my  master's  studies.” 

Her  path  to  the  scholarship  is 
an  interesting  one.  During  her 
third  year  at  U of  T,  Fitzgerald 
decided  it  was  time  to  make 
some  life  decisions  and  began 


long-term  care,  beginning  the 
process  of  building  a new  accord 
among  healthcare  providers  in 
Ontario.  He  is  currently  presi- 
dent and  CEO  of  Revera  Inc. 

A pianist,  teacher  and  com- 
poser, Parr  is  praised  for  her 
contributions  as  a pianist  and 
as  one  of  Canada's  finest  cham- 
ber musicians,  notably  with 
the  Amici  Chamber  Ensemble. 
Together  with  colleagues  at  the 
Faculty  of  Music,  she  formed 
Amici  in  1985.  The  ensemble  was 
appointed  trio-in-residence  at  the 
faculty  in  1989  and  has  toured 
the  Marihmes,  the  United  States, 
Eastern  Europe  and  Mexico;  it 
also  continues  to  perform  locally 
in  Ontario  and  Quebec. 


exploring  graduate  programs  in 
international  relations. 

“The  Oxford  international 
relations  program  stood  out,” 
she  said.  “I  really  wanted  to  be 
at  Oxford  and  I thought  about 
how  I could  do  that.” 

She  realized  that  she  met 
the  criteria  for  a Rhodes 
Scholarship  and  could  be  a 
competitive  candidate,  so  she 
applied  and  was  accepted. 

“I’ve  started  to  meet  a few 
other  Rhodes  Scholars  and 
they’re  all  interesting  people,” 
said  Fitzgerald.  “I’m  so  excited 
to  be  part  of  that  community. 

I think  it  will  be  a great  two 
years.” 

U of  T has  produced  numer- 
ous Rhodes  Scholars  over  the 
years,  including  President 
David  Naylor  and  Liberal  MP 
Bob  Rae,  and,  more  recently, 
Amol  Verma,  a 2009  medical 
school  graduate  who  is  cur- 
rently studying  global  health 
at  Oxford. 


With  the  motto  desiderantes 
meliorem  patriam  — they  desire 
a better  country  — the  Order 
of  Canada  is  the  centrepiece  of 
Canada’s  honours  system  and 
recognizes  outstanding  achieve- 
ment, dedication  to  the  com- 
munity and  service  to  the  nation 
in  various  fields  of  endeavour. 
Founded  in  1967,  the  order  has 
three  levels  of  membership  — 
companion,  officer  and  mem- 
ber — to  honour  people  whose 
accomplishments  vary  in  degree 
and  scope.  Appointments  are 
made  on  the  recommendation 
of  an  advisory  council,  chaired 
by  the  chief  justice  of  Canada; 
the  governor  general  is  chancel- 
lor and  principal  companion. 


Order  of  Canada 


‘While  supplies  last.  Offer  valid  from  Jan  4th  - Jan  1 5th,  2010. 


Put  the  UofT 

on  you 


HOODIES 

SALE 


U of  T Bookstore  • 214  College  Street 
Toronto  • Tel:  (416)  640-7900 

UTSC  Bookstore  • 1265  Military  Trail,  Bladen  Wing,  3rd  Floor 
Scarborough  .Tel:  (416)  724-8213 

UTM  Bookstore  • 3359  Mississauga  Road  North, 
South  Building  1st  Floor,  Mississauga  - Tel:  (905)  828-5246 


Bayers  Laboratory  Inc 
~200S  Pick  ol  the  reor  - 
ESgj  Outstaniing  Akhievemeni 

Sjm  for  Exceptional  Value  in 

Colour  laser  Printers  * 


RICOH 


multifunction  systems  * Colour  * high  volume  • fax  machines  • printers  • scanners 


CHAMPION 


Dependability.  Dedication.  Experience.  No  matter 
the  discipline,  the  demands  are  the  same. 

At  Ricoh,  we've  spent  the  last  70  years  honing 
our  skills,  chiseling  out  the  very  definition  of  what 
it  means  to  be  the  best  in 


WORLD  CLASS  OFHCE  SOLUTIONS 


The  tier-1  supplier  of  digital  imaging  equipment  to 
the  University  of  Toronto  for  the  last  10  years. 


Contact  Philip  Peacock  at  416.218.8344 
or  visit  www.ricoh.ca 
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Paper  cuts  don't  have  to  hurt 


BY  TAMMY  THORNE 

Paper  doesn’t  grow  on 

trees,  but  U of  T could  save 
a virtual  forest  with  the 
amount  of  paper  it  is  con- 
serving through  a new  pilot 
project  at  the  Gerstein  Science 
Information  Centre. 

The  Gerstein  library  and  the 
sustainability  office  launched 
a new'  paper  conservation  ini- 
tiative two  months  ago  and 
have  already  saved  more  than 
25,000  sheets  of  paper. 

Elah  Feder,  the  project  co- 
ordinator at  the  sustainability 
office,  said,  “Recycling  is  really 
good,  but  it’s  not  the  complete 
solution.  Reducing  truly  is  the 
most  important  thing  you  can 
do.” 

Gerstein,  part  of  the  larger 
central  library  system,  made 
double-sided  printing  the 
default  on  all  printers  and  posted 
easy  instructions  for  double- 
sided copying  at  photocopiers. 
The  library  has  since  seen  a 30 
per  cent  reduction  in  paper  use 
this  year,  compared  with  last. 

“People  ask,  Isn’t  recycling 
enough?  And  so  we're  trying 
to  get  the  message  out  there 
that  to  really  have  an  impact 
you  first  have  to  reduce  — 
then  reuse,  then  recycle.  If 
we  could  take  the  savings  we 
are  seeing  from  this  paper 
conservation  project  and  put 
it  towards  using  100  per  cent 
post-consumer  recycled  paper, 
then  we’d  see  a real  differ- 
ence,” Feder  said. 


Use  of  100  per  cent  recy- 
cled paper  combined  with 
double-siding  and  efforts  to 
reduce  printing  could  eas- 
ily cut  U of  T’s  paper-related 
greenhouse  gas  emissions  by 
half  or  about  750  tonnes  each 
year  — the  equivalent  to  tak- 
ing 130  cars  off  the  road. 

“TO  REALLY  HAVE  AN  IMPACT 

YOU  FIRST  HAVE  TO 

REDUCE -THEN  REUSE, 

THEN  RECYCLE." 

- ELAH  FEDER 

Even  though  the  university 
is  very  good  at  recycling  and 
waste  diversion  — the  univer- 
sity' currently  diverts  65.7  per 
cent  of  all  the  non-hazardous 
w'aste  produced  on  campus 
— Feder  said  the  university 
needs  to  close  the  loop  by 
buying  recycled  paper  more 
regularly. 

Still,  the  pilot  project  has 
been  a great  success  by  any 
measure. 

“Gerstein  went  from  an 
average  double-siding  rate  of 
15  per  cent  in  the  year  before 
the  defaults  were  set  to  80  per 
cent  after.  The  core  compo- 
nent of  this  program  is  setting 
double-siding  as  your  default 
and  it’s  so  easy,”  she  said. 

Sandra  Langlands,  direc- 
tor of  the  Gerstein  Science 
Information  Centre,  said  it 
was  very  easy  — especially 
with  Feder’s  help. 


“It’s  the  right  thing  to  do 
— it  saves  paper  and  trees. 

But,  the  sustainability  office 
just  made  it  very  easy  for  us. 
They  were  very  positive  and 
have  done  most  of  the  leg- 
work,”  Langlands  said.  “We’re 
saving  money  too.” 

This  month,  the  sustain- 
ability office  wants  to  expand 
the  project  across  all  libraries, 
while  encouraging  everyone 
working  on  campus  to  set  their 
defaults  to  double-sided.  They 
have  already  begun  to  work 
with  staff  in  student  life. 

Josh  Hass,  communica- 
tions co-ordinator  for  the 
office  of  student  life,  said  his 
team  heard  about  the  paper 
conservation  program  during 
a visit  to  the  sustainability 
office. 

“We  all  felt  that  there  was  a 
way  that  we  could  reduce  our 
paper  use  and  work  towards  a 
greener  office.  After  meeting 
with  Elah,  we  started  to  make 
changes  immediately  — set- 
ting our  printer  defaults  to 
double-sided,  trying  to  print 
two  sides  per  page,  making  use 
of  scrap  paper  — and  started  to 
think  of  what  we  could  do  lon- 
ger term.”  Flass  said  in  the  new 
year,  they  will  begin  to  sys- 
tematically implement  a paper 
conservation  plan  and  bring 
others  on  board.  They  will  also 
document  their  efforts  in  a 
new  blog,  Pulp  Fact  & Fiction, 
which  can  be  found  at  http:// 
blogs.studentlife.utoronto. 
ca/papei-conservation. 


key  to  U of  T's  accountability 


Transparency 

BY  TAMMY  THORNE 

Given  its  size,  U of  T is  a big 
spender,  but  those  spending 
practices  are  transparent  and  in 
line  with  the  requirements  of 
governments  and  funding  agen- 
cies, say  senior  administrators. 

At  a recent  meeting, 

Business  Board  heard  from 
chief  financial  officer  Sheila 
Brown,  chief  real  estate  offi- 
cer Nadecm  Shabbar  and 
director  of  internal  auditing 
Mark  Britt  on  the  university’s 
expense  accountability  prac- 
tices. 

“This  presentation  describes 
how  the  university  connects 
policy,  practice  and  audit 
for  its  expenditures,”  said 
Shabbar.  “The  university  is 
fully  transparent  and  is  in 
compliance  with  its  policies.” 

Indeed  there  are  rigorous 
processes  in  place  to  minimize 
the  chances  that  the  university 
is  not  getting  the  best  value 
for  its  money  or  might  be  dis- 
qualified from  funding  pools. 

The  University  of  Toronto 
is  required  to  comply  with 
the  regulatory  requirements 
of  many  funding  agencies, 
including  the  federal  and 


provincial  governments. 

“Any  time  we  get  govern- 
ment funding  for  a project, 
part  of  the  condition  for  that 
funding  is  that  the  govern- 
ment can  come  in  and  audit 
and  make  sure  that  we’ve 
spent  their  money  efficiently, 
appropriately,  followed  the 
rules  and  conducted  a public 
tendering  process.  We  have 
good  sound  practice,  policy 
and  procedures.” 

Some  of  the  highlights  of 
the  report  included  a recap 
of  expense  reimbursement 
details  and  examples  of 
oversight. 

For  example,  out-of-pocket 
expenses  being  claimed  for 
reimbursement  must  be 
legitimate  business  expense 
incurred  in  the  course  of  uni- 
versity business,  appropriate 
for  the  type  of  activity  being 
undertaken,  reasonable  in  the 
context  of  the  activity  and,  of 
course,  supported  by  original 
receipts. 

The  university  has  standards 
for  various  types  of  expenses 
and  makes  allowances  for 
judgment  in  the  application  of 
these  principles.  If  the  funding 
source  is  a research  grant,  the 


requirements  for  eligibility  of 
the  granting  agency  supersede 
university  standards. 

The  numerous  examples  of 
oversight  include  extensive 
reporting  to  granting  agencies, 
donors  and  other  contribu- 
tors on  monies  spent;  regular 
internal  audit  reviews;  con- 
tinuous auditing  and  depart- 
ment reviews;  various  external 
auditors;  finance  reviews  of 
all  payments  over  $50,000; 
and  regular  review  of  expense 
reimbursement  standards. 

Shabbar  said  the  report 
was  well  received.  “I  think 
Business  Board  understood 
that  we've  got  a good  set  of 
policies  and  that  we  actually 
practise  those  policies.  That 
culminates  in  a regular  audit 
by  our  audit  group  about 
every  two  years  to  make  sure 
that  departments  like  mine  — 
which  is  the  largest  spender 
of  capital  funds  in  the  univer- 
sity' — are  actually  following 
the  procedures  and  keeping 
our  process  transparent.” 

The  expense  account- 
ability report  was  also  pro- 
vided to  Governing  Council 
for  information  at  its  Dec.  10 
meeting. 


SUSTAINABILITY  TIP: 

Cut  back  on  paper  phonebooks 

HAVE  YOU  SEEN  THIS  IN  YOUR  BUILDING? 

Each  year,  many  of  our  phonebooks  are  abandoned  in  lobbies  for  months  until 
we  finally  recycle  them.  While  phonebook  providers  have  taken  important 
steps  to  reduce  their  environmental  impacts,  energy  is  still  needed  to  manufac- 
ture, transport  and  recycle  the  books,  so  ordering  more  than  we  use  is  wasteful. 
Luckily  these  companies  have  provided  us  with  even  better  alternatives. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO 

Don't  order  a paper  copy  of  the  White  Pages 

When  we’re  at  the  office,  most  of  us  aren't  looking  for  residential 
numbers.  The  government  pages  are  included  in  the  Yellow  Pages  as  well. 

Don’t  order  a paper  copy  of  the  Yellow  Pages 

Most  of  us  are  looking  up  numbers  online  these  days. 

Use  www.canada41 1 .ca,  other  online  phone  directories  or  a CD 

No  more  flipping  through  pages  — just  key  in  your  search  words  and  the 
relevant  results  will  show  up.  You  can  even  browse  by  category  or  location. 
No  Internet?  Use  the  CD.  No  computer?  Use  last  year's  paper  directory. 
There’s  a good  chance  the  number  you’re  seeking  hasn't  changed.  Finally, 
if  you  want  that  paper  safety  net,  order  one  copy  for  your  department  to 
share.  You  can  always  order  more  later. 

Opt  out  of  paper  directories  at  home 

As  part  of  the  Yellow  Pages  Group's  Ecolnitiatives,  you  can  opt  out  of  receiving  a 
paper  directory.  Visit  www.ypg.com/delivery/form.php.  It  only  takes  a minute. 


THE  TWO 
SURE  THINGS 
IN  LIFE 


I can't  help  you  with  the  first  sure  thing  in  life, 
but  I can  assist  you  greatly  in  overcoming  the  anxiety 
of  the  second  sure  thing,  i.e.,  your  annual  filing  of 
Canadian  or  U.S.  tax  returns. 


Are  you  earning  income  personally  from  consulting 
fees  or  other  self-employment? 

Are  you  aware  of  the  tax  savings  of  incorporation? 


If  you  are  a U.S.  citizen  and  have  neglected  to  file  U.S.  tax 
returns,  which  would  include  reporting  certain  assets  being 
held  outside  of  the  U.S.,  the  penalties  can  be  very  onerous. 
If  you  qualify,  a voluntary  disclosure  and  filing  of 
U.S.  returns  may  be  in  your  interest. 

I have  been  assisting  professors  and  faculty  in  solving 
their  Canadian  and  U.S.  tax  problems  for  many  years. 


Call  or  email  for  a 
FREE  CONSULTATION 
I can  help  you. 


SIDNEY  S.  ROSS,  Chartered  Accountant 


Licensed  Public  Accountant 
Tel:  416-485-6069 
E-mail:  ssross@on.aibn.com 
118  EGLINTON  AVE  W.  SUITE  510,  Toronto  IVI4R  2G4 


LECTURES  AT  THE  LEADING  EDGE 

CHEMICAL  ENGINEERING  AND  APPUED  CHEMISTRY,  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


WEDNESDAY,  j AN  UARY  20 

Peter  Zandstra 

Institute  of  Biomaterials  and  Biomedical  Engineering, 
University  of  Toronto 
Engineering  Stem  Cell  Fate 

WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  27 

Greg  Naterer 

Engineering  and  Applied  Science, 

The  University  of  Ontario  Institute  of  Technology 
Green  Atoms:  Role  of  Nuclear  Energy  in  the  Hydrogen  Civilization 

WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  3 

Michael  F.  Cunningham 

Chemical  Engineering, 

Queen’s  University 

ControlledAiving  Radical  Polymerizations  in  Aqueous  Dispersed  Systems 


All  lectures  will  begin  at  12:30  pm  and  are  open  to  the  public. 
Wall  berg  Building,  200  College  Street,  Rm.  1 16 
(N.E.  Corner  of  College  and  St.  George  Streets) 

www.chem-eng.utoronto.ca 


m Chemical  Engineering  & Applied  Chemistry 
UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 
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New  College  course 
gives  student  new  outlook 


BY  TAMMY  THORNE 

Fazia  Ackbarali  isn’t  your  average  student.  So 
it’s  appropriate  that  her  favourite  U of  T course, 
Indenture,  Survival  and  Change,  is  anything  but 
your  average  class. 

The  47-year-old  Guyanese-born  single  mom 
said,  “This  is  the  first  time  I have  found  myself 
reflected  in  history. 

“It  is  the  only  course  at  U of  T about  my  heri- 
tage.” she  said,  referring  to  the  New  College 
(NEW  326Y)  course,  taught  by  Chandra 
Budhu. 

“Professor  Budhu  consistently 
teaches  us  to  think  critically  about 
these  issues  in  current  affairs," 
she  added,  mentioning  the  class 
outing  to  see  the  president  of 
Guyana  at  Hart  House  in  October 
where  he  spoke  of  saving  his 
country's  rainforests  while  stimu- 
lating the  economy.  “This  class  has 
truly  changed  the  way  I view  myself  as 
a person  in  the  world.” 

Ackbarali  moved  to  Canada  when  she  was  10  as 
her  parents  fled  political  turmoil.  The  yoga  instruc- 
tor and  part-time  undergraduate  student  said  she 
never  imagined  she’d  make  it  to  university. 

“I  never  saw  myself  ever  going  to  university  and 
that  was  solidified  for  me  in  Grade  6. 1 was  very 
smart  and  got  top  grades  but  I was  never  encour- 
aged to  go  to  university  like  the  other  kids  in  the 
class.  There  was  no  positive  reinforcement  for  me 
from  the  teachers.  They  didn’t  know  anything 
about  me  — they  only  knew  what  they  could  see. 
You  internalize  that,”  she  said. 

Now,  thanks  to  a teacher  — and  a U of  T course 
— she  is  able  to  view  herself  differently  and  value 
her  heritage. 

Indenture,  Survival  and  Change,  part  of  the 
Caribbean  studies  program  curriculum,  outlines 


Indian  survival  in  the  Caribbean,  despite  hard- 
ships of  indentured  labour.  The  class  discusses 
social  and  cultural  change;  the  role  of  Hinduism 
and  Islam;  resistance  to  colonial  domination;  and 
the  contribution  of  Indo-Caribbean  intellectuals 
to  literature,  politics  and  education. 

She  said  this  is  the  first  time  she's  seen  herself 
— her  people  — reflected  in  academia  and  that 
the  Indo-Caribbean  history  is  little  known  even  to 
fellow  Guyanese. 

‘The  colonial-created  stereotype  of  the  ‘docile 
coolie’  has  remained  a cultural  stigma 
to  all  Indo-Guyanese  at  home  and 
in  Canada,”  she  said.  “I  have  since 
learned  that  my  ancestors  were 
courageous  and  anything  but 
docile.  There  is  well-documented 
proof  of  active  and  covert 
resistance.” 

The  class  uncovers  the  little- 
known  fact  that  the  Indo-Guyanese 
went  to  the  Caribbean  (circa  1838 
and  1927)  sugar  plantations  as  free 
people  but  were  entrapped  in  master-slave 
labour  relations,  even  though  slavery  was  officially 
abolished  in  1834. 

Professor  Arnold  Itwaru,  who  is  Guyanese- 
Caribbean,  started  the  course  in  1999  and  said, 

“This  is  an  important  course  for  all  Caribbean  stu- 
dents, as  well  as  those  from  the  Indian  Diaspora.” 
Ackbarali  said  the  course  also  illustrates  the  value 
of  small  programs  that  unite  disciplines  and  students 
for  a more  comprehensive  learning  experience. 

Ackbarali  said  she  hopes  to  write  Guyanese 
cultural  history  books  for  the  “next  generation  of 
post-colonial  societies”  to  be  used  in  primary  grades 
because  “a  good  story  of  the  past  informs  our  future.” 
More  important,  she  said  she  must  pursue 
this  goal  because,  “Until  you  can  see  yourself 
reflected  in  the  world,  you  really  can’t  take 
your  place  in  it.” 


Law  student  named  Outstanding 
Native  Student  of  the  Year 


Rotman  MBA  students 
helping  those  doing  good 
to  do  it  better 


BY  LUCIANNA  CICCOCIOPPO 

No  one  who  knows  Aaron 
Mills  was  surprised  to  hear 
the  law  student  was  selected  to 
receive  the  2009  University  of 
Toronto’s  President’s  Award  for 
Outstanding  Native  Student  of 
the  Year. 

“Aaron  has  been  an  extremely 
active  member  of  the  law  school 
community,”  said  Alexis 
Archbold,  assistant  dean  (stu- 
dents). “In  particular,  his  efforts 
have  made  a very  meaningful 
impact  on  the  Indigenous  Law 
Journal  and  Aboriginal  Law 
Students  Association.” 

“Aaron  Mills  is  one  of  our 
superstars,”  said  Jonathan 
Hamilton-Diabo,  director 
of  First  Nations  House.  “This 
is  one  of  my  favourite  times  of 
year,  where  we  celebrate  the 
accomplishments  of  a member 
of  our  community.” 

Native  drumming  and  singing 
opened  the  recognition  event  at 
First  Nations  House  and  several 
speakers,  including  President 


David  Naylor,  spoke  of  Mills’ 
remarkable  achievements. 

“We  have  lots  of  superb 
students  each  year,”  Hamilton- 
Diabo  explained,  “but  there  are 
people  who  stand  out,  not  just 
academically  but  individually 
in  their  community.  These  are 
people  who  rise  up  for  us  because 
we  know  they're  special.” 

Hamilton-Diabo  praised 
Mills’  volunteer  efforts  and 
involvement  at  First  Nations 
House  despite  a third-year  JD 
course  load.  “It  was  phenom- 
enal to  see  that,”  he  said. 

Mills  thanked  a long  list  of 
supporters  in  his  life  — fam- 
ily, friends,  colleagues,  law 
faculty  and  staff.  He  also  read 
four  short,  poignant  stories  he 
wrote  about  his  86-year-old 
grandmother  — who  travelled 
eight  hours  alone  by  train  from 
Englehart,  Ont.,  for  the  event  — 
his  aboriginal  father,  his  mother 
and  his  close  friend  and  adviser, 
Willy. 

His  uncle,  Ralph  Garlock  of 
North  York,  Ont.,  proudly  called 


Mills  “an  amazing  young  man 
— very  modest  and  humble, 
with  a great  big  heart.  Today, 
he’s  launched  himself  on  a life- 
long project,  which  will  take 
him  to  many  successes  — for 
First  Nations  people  as  well  as 
for  himself.” 

It  was  a feeling  shared  by 
Lee  Maracle,  a traditional 
teacher  at  First  Nations  House, 
who  said  previous  award- 
winners  have  “all  gone  on  to 
achieve  wonderful  things.” 

The  award  includes  a $4,000 
scholarship  and  a plaque  pre- 
sented by  Naylor,  who  spoke 
of  the  “serious  crisis  in  aborigi- 
nal access  to  higher  education, 
which  is  part  of  a greater 
problem  of  social  justice  for 
First  Nations.”  Naylor  encour- 
aged Mills  “to  help  us  to  con- 
tinue to  make  progress  in 
aboriginal  issues.” 

Mills  paid  tribute  to  his 
many  supporters:  “I  realize 
how  small  1 am  and  how  many 
people  it  took  to  get  me  here 
today." 


BY  TAMMY  THORNE 

A new  fellowship  program 
for  graduating  MBA  students 
from  the  Rotman  School  of 
Management  is  helping  eight 
fortunate  fellows  kick-start 
their  careers  while  they  help 
to  make  the  world  a better 
place. 

Starting  in  the  spring  of 
2009  eight  Rotman  MBA 
graduates  were  given  full-time 
work  placements  with  social, 
environmental,  community 
and  other  not-for-profit 
organizations. 

The  Sonia  and  Arthur 
Labatt  Fellowships  in  the 
Not-for-Profit  Sector  is  the 
brainchild  — accompanied 
by  a $750,000  gift  — of  Sonia 
Labatt,  a philanthropist  and 
faculty  member  at  the  Centre 
for  Environment. 

Jeff  Muzzerall,  director 
of  the  Corporate  Connections 
Centre  at  Rotman,  manages 
the  program  and  said  the 
fellowships  enable  the  new 
graduates  to  build  their  skill 
sets  and  make  a difference  to 
society,  their 
communities 
and  the  envi- 
ronment, while 
simultaneously 
gaining  some 
great  work 
experience. 

“They  are 
making  enough 
to  be  able  to  live 
in  an  expensive 
city.  We  also  cover  the  inter- 
est on  their  student  loans 
for  the  one-year  they  are  in 
the  program,”  he  said.  “It  is 
important  to  be  able  to  make  a 
living,  but  even  more  import- 
ant, I think,  to  be  able  to  make 
meaning,  not  just  money.” 

Muzzerall  said  that  Dean 
Roger  Martin  and  Labatt 
wanted  to  explore  how  non- 
profits could  make  a differ- 
ence in  a down  market  by 
leveraging  the  minds  of  the 
students  and  matching  them 
with  organizations  that  could 
most  benefit  from  their  tal- 
ents and  otherwise  may  not 
have  been  able  to  afford  to 
employ  them,  while  at  the 
same  time  allowing  the 
students  — many  who  have 
full  student  loans  — to  be 
able  make  a living. 

Muzzerall,  who  has  been 
with  the  school  for  seven 
years,  said  far  more  students 
now  than  ever  are  interested 
in  their  communities,  the 
environment  and  social 
responsibility. 

“We  work  to  get  full-time 
jobs  for  our  students,”  he  said, 


adding  that  the  eight  who 
received  this  fellowship 
consider  themselves  very 
fortunate. 

Evan  Sonkin  is  one  of 

those  fortunate  fellows.  He 
is  business  development 
manager  for  the  Welcome  to 
Kindergarten  program  at  the 
Learning  Partnership  — an 
organization  that  works  with 
career  educators  to  enhance 
the  public  education  system. 

Sonkin  wants  to  help  those 
“doing  good,  do  it  better” 
and  his  overarching  career 
aspirations  are  to  use  his  MBA 
and  business  skills  in  the  non- 
profit sector. 

“Education  in  business  and 
MBA  programs  is  all  about 
enhancing  the  bottom  line,” 
Sonkin  said,  “But  non-profits 
deal  with  the  bottom  line 
too.” 

The  26-year-old  is  originally 
from  the  U.S.  He  wanted  to  go 
to  a Canadian  business  school 
and  U of  T’s  Rotman  school 
is  such  a dominant  player, 
it  was  one  of  his  top  choices. 
“Then  when  I saw  the  stats 

that  almost  90 
per  cent  get 
jobs  after 
graduation  ... 
well,  when 
I found  that 
out,  I knew  it 
was  the  place 
to  be.” 

Sonkin  said 
-Evan  Sonkin  for  him,  find- 
ing something 
he  can  feel  strongly  about, 
something  where  he  can  make 
an  impact  and  enjoy  is  what 
work  is  all  about. 

“I’ve  learned  that  when  you 
are  working  with  people  who 
are  really  passionate  about 
what  they  do,  you  learn  more 
and  have  a more  enjoyable 
overall  experience,”  he  said. 

Other  participating  orga- 
nizations are:  Right  to  Play, 
World  Wildlife  Fund,  World 
Literacy  Canada  and  the 
Hospital  for  Sick  Children. 
Muzzarell  encourages  any 
registered  charitable  organi- 
zations to  contact  his  team 
at  ccc@rotman.utoronto.ca 
to  find  out  how  they  can  get 
involved. 

A twelve-month  work  place- 
ment is  funded  by  the  fellow- 
ship from  the  Rotman  School, 
which  is  matched  by  a stipend 
from  a registered  not-for- 
profit  organization.  The  place- 
ments are  arranged  through 
the  Rotman  Corporate 
Connections  Centre. 

For  more  go  to  vvvvvv. 
rotman.utoronto.ca/ 
career/. 


"WHEN  YOU  ARE 
WORKING  WITH  PEOPLE 
WHO  ARE  REALLY 
PASSIONATE  ABOUT 
WHAT  THEY  DO,  YOU 
LEARN  MORE." 


COURTESY  OF  IGOR  STAGLJAR 


UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO  BULLETIN  • TUESDAY,  JANUARY  12,  2010 


RESEARCH  NEWS  .7 


Physicists  lay  the  groundwork 
for  cooler,  faster  computing 


BY  SEAN  BETTAM 

U of  T quantum  optics 
researchers  Sajeev  John  and 
Xun  Ma  have  discovered  new 
behaviours  of  light  within 
photonic  crystals  that  could 
lead  to  faster  optical  informa- 
tion processing  and  compact 
computers  that  don’t  overheat. 

“We  discovered  that  by 
sculpting  a unique  artificial 
vacuum  inside  a photonic 
crystal,  we  can  completely 
control  the  electronic  state 
of  artificial  atoms  within  the 
vacuum,”  said  Ma,  a PhD  stu- 
dent under  John’s  supervision 
and  lead  author  of  a study 
published  in  a recent  issue  of 
Physical  Review  Letters.  “This 
discovery  can  enable  photonic 
computers  that  are  more  than 
100  times  faster  than  their 
electronic  counterparts,  with- 
out heat  dissipation  issues  and 
other  bottlenecks  currently 
faced  by  electronic  computing.” 

“We  designed  a vacuum  in 
which  light  passes  through 
circuit  paths  that  are  one  one- 
hundredth  of  the  thickness 
of  a human  hair  and  whose 
character  changes  drastically 


and  abruptly  with  the  wave- 
length of  the  light,”  John  said. 
“A  vacuum  experienced  by 
light  is  not  completely  empty 
and  can  be  made  even  emp- 
tier. It’s  not  the  traditional 
understanding  of  a vacuum.” 

“In  this  vacuum,  the  state  of 
each  atom  — or  quantum  dot 
— can  be  manipulated  with 
color-coded  streams  of  laser 
pulses  that  sequentially  excite 
and  de-excite  it  in  trillionths 
of  a second.  These  quantum 
dots  can  in  turn  control  other 
streams  of  optical  pulses, 
enabling  optical  information 
processing  and  computing,” 
said  Ma. 

The  original  aim  of  the 
investigation  was  to  gain 
a deeper  understanding  of 
optical  switching,  part  of  an 
effort  to  develop  an  all-optical 
micro-transistor  that  could 
operate  within  a photonic 
chip.  This  led  to  the  discov- 
ery of  a new  and  unexpected 
dynamic  switching  mecha- 
nism, imposed  by  the  artificial 
vacuum  in  a photonic  crystal. 
The  research  also  led  to  the 
discovery  of  corrections  to 
one  of  the  most  fundamental 


equations  of  quantum  optics, 
known  as  the  Bloch  equation. 

“This  new  mechanism 
enables  micrometre  scale  inte- 
grated all-optical  transistors 
to  perform  logic  operations 
over  multiple  frequency  chan- 
nels in  trillionths  of  a second 
at  microwatt  power  levels, 
which  are  about  one  mil- 
lionth of  the  power  required 
by  a household  light  bulb,” 
John  said.  “That  this  mecha- 
nism allows  for  computing 
over  many  wavelengths,  as 
opposed  to  electronic  circuits 
that  use  only  one  channel, 
would  significantly  surpass  the 
performance  of  current  day 
electronic  transistors.” 

The  results  appear  in  a paper 
titled  Ultrafast  Population 
Switching  of  Quantum  Dots 
in  a Structured  Vacuum,  pub- 
lished online  in  the  Physical 
Review  Letters  Dec.  3.  The 
research  was  funded  with 
support  from  the  Natural 
Sciences  and  Engineering 
Research  Council  of  Canada, 
the  Canadian  Institute  for 
Advanced  Research  and  the 
Ontario  Premier's  Platinum 
Research  Fund. 


Protein  inhibits  cancer  cell  growth, 
say  U of  T researchers 


BY  CHRIS  GARBUTT 

Researchers  at  the  University 
of  Toronto  and  Goethe 
University  in  Germany  have 
discovered  a protein  that  can 
inhibit  the  growth  of  cancer 
cells,  providing  crucial  clues 
for  the  future  development  of 
new  drugs  to  treat  the  disease. 

The  protein,  called  HDAC6, 
controls  the  stability  of  the  epi- 
dermal growth  factor  receptor 
(EGFR),  a key  player  in 
cancer. 

“Our  teams 
discovered 
that  HDAC6 
acts  as  a 
molecular 
brake  to 
shut  down 
the  expres- 
sion of  the 
human  EGFR, 
said  Professor  Igor 
Stagljar  of  biochemistry  and 
molecular  genetics,  one  of  the 
lead  authors  of  a study  pub- 
lished in  the  Dec.  22  issue  of 
the  journal  Science  Signaling. 
Professor  Ivan  Dikic  at  Goethe 
University  was  co-lead  on  the 
study. 

“Since  EGFR  is  overactive 
in  breast,  lung,  colon  and 


pancreatic  cancers,  this  dis- 
covery can  open  new  avenues 
for  cancer  treatment,”  said 
Stagljar,  a principal  investiga- 
tor at  the  Terrence  Donnelly 
Centre  for  Cellular  and 
Biomolecular  Research. 

EGFR  is  nestled  into  the  cell 
membrane  on  the  surface  of 
human  cells  where,  after  it  gets 
activated  by  molecules  called 
ligands,  it  causes  cells  to  divide. 
In  several  cancer  cell  types, 

the  activity  of  this  recep- 
tor is  dramatically 
increased,  which 
stimulates  cells  to 
grow  rapidly  and 
out  of  control. 
Because  of  its 
key  role  in  driv- 
ing the  prolifera- 
tion of  cells,  EGFR 
is  a target  of  several 
cancer  drugs  currently 
in  development,  as  well  as 
several  approved  therapies. 

To  study  the  cellular  role  of 
EGFR  in  human  cells,  Stagljar’s 
lab  first  developed  a technol- 
ogy called  MYTH,  a unique  test 
that  can  monitor  interactions 
between  membrane  proteins. 
This  technology  can  reveal 
proteins  that  tightly  associate 
with  EGFR  on  the  cell  surface. 


Using  MYTH,  the  researchers 
identified  more  than  80  pro- 
teins that  interact,  and  pre- 
sumably communicate,  with 
the  human  EGFR.  Among 
them  was  a cytosolic  protein, 
HDAC6,  which  they  showed 
helps  in  stabilizing  EGFR  in 
human  cells. 

“These  findings  offer  fresh 
insight  into  how  HDAC6  regu- 
lates EGFR  degradation  and 
provides  clues  for  the  design 
of  improved  cancer  therapies,” 
Stagljar  said.  Specifically,  a 
carefully  planned  combinato- 
rial chemotherapy  that  inhib- 
its both  the  EGFR  receptor  and 
its  newly  identified  “brake” 
(HDAC6)  could  have  a benefi- 
cial effect  for  treating  breast, 
lung,  colon,  and  pancreatic 
cancers. 

In  the  next  phase  of  their 
research,  Stagljar  and  his  col- 
leagues plan  to  extend  the 
MYTH  technology  to  interro- 
gate all  human  receptors  that 
regulate  cell  proliferation  and 
are  therefore  implicated  in  the 
onset  of  cancer.  Such  a global 
analysis  of  proteins  that  asso- 
ciate with  human  cell  surface 
receptors  may  provide  novel 
avenues  for  the  treatment  of 
different  types  of  cancers. 


Cues  kick-start 


BY  KIM  LUKE 

We  have  all  had  the  embar- 
rassing experience  of  seeing 
an  acquaintance  in  an  unfa- 
miliar setting.  We  know  we 
know  them  but  can’t  recall 
who  they  are.  But  with  the 
correct  cues  from  conversa- 
tion or  context,  something 
seems  to  click  and  we  can 
readily  access  very  rich  and 
vivid  memories  about  the 
individual. 

A team  of  researchers 
from  U of  T and  the  Krembil 
Neuroscience  Centre  at  the 
University  Health  Network 
have  shed  some  light  on  this 
mysterious  process,  discover- 
ing that  the  hippocampus,  a 
brain  region  in  the  temporal 
lobe,  is  only  involved  when 
cues  enable  us  to  recall  these 
rich  memories. 

“We  used  a technique 
called  functional  Magnetic 
Resonance  Imaging  (fMRI) 
that  allows  us  to  identify 
brain  regions  engaged  dur- 
ing specific  types  of  mental 
processes,”  said  Melanie 
Cohn,  a post-doctoral  fel- 
low in  neuropsychology  and 
lead  author  of  the  paper  pub- 
lished by  the  Proceedings 
of  the  National  Academy  of 
Sciences. 

In  the  first  stage  of  the 
study,  healthy  young  adults 
were  exposed  to  pairings  of 
oddly  unrelated  words,  such 
as  “alligator”  and  “chair” 
and  invited  to  learn  them 
by  putting  them  in  the 
same  sentence  and  so  on. 
Next,  while  being  scanned 
in  the  fMRI,  participants 
were  shown  a series  of  single 
words  — some  of  which  had 
been  studied  in  the  word 
pairings  and  some  of  which 
had  not.  Participants  were 
asked  to  rate  their  memories 
for  each  word  in  terms  of 
how  confident  they  were 
that  it  was  a word  that  they 
had  studied  earlier  or  not. 

After  each  decision,  partic- 
ipants were  given  a cue:  the 


word  was  presented  along 
with  the  word  it  was  initially 
paired  with.  For  about  half  of 
the  familiar  words,  i.e.,  those 
that  subjects  recalled  learn- 
ing earlier,  the  pairing  trig- 
gered rich  detailed  memories 
of  the  context  — such  as  the 
sentence  they  had  made  up 
to  include  both  words  — in 
which  the  original  pairing 
was  learned.  The  fMRI  scan 
showed  hippocampus  activ- 
ity only  when  cues  were  used 
to  retrieve  memories. 

“This  study  is  important 
because  it  resolves  a cur- 
rent debate  on  the  role  of 
the  hippocampus  in  retriev- 
ing memories.  Some  have 
argued  it  is  the  strength  of 
the  memory  that  matters 
most  in  retrieval.  We  have 
shown  it  is  actually  context 
that  activates  the  hippocam- 
pus,” Cohn  explained.  The 
findings  also  have  direct 
relevance  to  understand- 
ing the  type  of  memory 
problems  found  in  epilepsy 
or  Alzheimer's,  diseases  in 
which  patients  have  suffered 
damage  to  the  hippocampus. 

“Being  able  to  character- 
ize specific  types  of  memory 
loss  will  lead  to  development 
of  better  clinical  measures 
for  diagnosis  and  monitoring 
of  temporal-lobe  dysfunc- 
tion,” she  said. 

Other  research  team 
members  from  U of  T’s 
Department  of  Psychology 
are  Mary  Pat  McAndrews, 
who  also  holds  an  appoint- 
ment with  the  Krembil 
Neuroscience  Centre, 

Ayelet  Lahat  and 
Morris  Moscovitch. 
Programming  and  data 
analysis  were  done  by 
Marilyne  Ziegler, 

Sybille  Schulz,  Megan 
Walberg  and  Deborah 
Shwartz,  all  members 
of  the  Department  of 
Psychology.  Research  was 
funded  by  the  Canadian 
Institutes  of  Health 
Research. 
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commenififiy 


BY  NOUMAN  ASHRAF 

Whew!  The  fall  term  was  over 
before  I knew  it.  There  were  cer- 
tainly interesting  ebbs  and  flows 
in  the  dynamics  of  our  cohort 
within  the  doctoral  program, 
which  can  easily  be  correlated 
with  deadlines  for  research  grant 
applications,  assignments,  in- 
class  discussions  — and  let's  not 
forget  the  most  cherished  of  all 
doctoral  activities:  the  first  stab 
at  a skeletal  draft  outline  of  one’s 
research  proposal. 

Allow  me  to  backtrack  a 
couple  of  years  to  an  encounter 
that  I had  with  a well-known 
academic  at  McGill  University, 
where  I had  been  invited  to 
deliver  a lecture.  Over  coffee, 

I asked  her  just  how  she  knew 
so  early  on  in  her  career  that 
she  wanted  to  pursue  research 
in  an  area  that  pretty  much  no 
one  else  had  previously  found 
interesting.  She  responded  with 
a simple  yet  profound  answer: 

“I  wasn’t  trying  to  become  an 
authority  on  the  topic;  it  was 
just  that  I followed  through  on  a 
deeply  compelling  question  that 
was  begging  to  be  explored.” 

She  also  confessed  that  the  PhD, 
the  academic  career  and  the  sub- 
ject matter  expert  standing  were 
just  unanticipated  byproducts. 

I was  stunned  by  her  commit- 
ment to  pursuing  knowledge 
but  also  deeply  impressed  by  the 
dividends  offered.  So,  I asked  her 
what  makes  for  a good  research 
question.  She  responded  by  rec- 
ommending that  I read  a book 
entitled  The  Craft  Of  Research, 
which  would  break  down  the 
mystique  and  uncover  the  real 
process  and  value  of  the  research 
method.  Sure  enough,  I located 
a copy  at  a local  bookstore  and 
dug  into  it  on  my  flight  back 
to  Toronto.  It  was  a really  great 
read:  candid,  insightful  and  full 
of  anecdotes  of  both  success  and 
failure,  drawn  from  the  authors’ 
experiences  in  supervising 
research  over  several  decades. 

In  fact,  the  text  came  to  serve 
as  a key  reference  point  for  me 
and  took  on  the  role  of  an  inner 


CONFRONTING  ONE'S 
PRECONCEPTIONS 


compass  in  framing  my  future 
research  aspirations. 

Fast  forwarding  to  last  fall, 
when  I met  with  my  first-year 
adviser  at  the  Factor-Inwentash 
Faculty  of  Social  Work,  I out- 
lined in  precise  detail  my  con- 
ception of  research,  my  preferred 
methodology,  potential  sites 
and  expected  results.  Let’s  just 
say  she  was  respectfully  pen- 
sive. With  her  deft  touch  and 
cautionary  tone  she  advised  me 
to  be  ready  to  have  my  vision 
challenged  and  perspectives 
broadened  through  the  doctoral 
experience.  Little  did  I know 
how  prescient  her  words  would 
prove  to  be. 


Nouman  Ashraf 


Midway  through  the  term, 
in  my  qualitative  research 
course,  we  were  privileged  to 
have  a guest  speaker  who  had 
experienced  homelessness  for 
long  periods  of  time,  who  had 
struggled  with  addiction  and  yet 
found  the  strength  to  advocate 
for  change  and  had  served  as  a 
partner  in  community-based 
research  through  the  faculty. 

Her  narrative  and  experience  of 
the  research  methodology  and 
expectations  of  outcomes  were 
completely  different  from  my 
own,  even  though  my  own  pro- 
posed research  agenda  also  aims 
to  examine  notions  of  social 
impact  within  the  not-for-profit 
sector. 

This  incredible  guest  speaker 
was  able  to  articulate  for  me,  in 
ways  that  I had  not  imagined, 
the  value  and  the  costs  associat- 
ed with  research  within  the  lives 
of  those  that  it  seeks  to  directly 


empower.  She  spoke  of  the 
fatigue  experienced  by  commu- 
nity members  who  are  constant- 
ly consulted,  with  an  inconsis- 
tent guarantee  of  followup  and 
follow  through.  She  highlighted 
the  psychic  risk  undertaken  by 
participants  in  exposing  their 
lived  experiences  to  scrutiny 
by  outsiders.  But  she  also  spoke 
of  herself  as  a researcher  in  the 
community  whose  informal 
networks  and  advocacy  were 
the  primary  enablers  of  social 
impact.  I was  overwhelmed  by 
this  stark  contrast  at  first.  Upon 
reflection,  however,  her  influ- 
ence caused  a paradigmatic  shift 
in  me  by  provoking  an  under- 
standing that  has  completely 
called  into  question  my  original 
research  road  map. 

In  his  famed  Dialogues,  Plato 
strikes  a powerful  metaphor  for 
the  necessity  of  a community  of 
practice  approach  that  engages 
in  critical  thinking  when  he 
notes  that  “[i]t  is  in  the  rubbing 
together  of  these,  each  with  the 
other  — names  and  definitions, 
and  things  seen  and  sensed  — 
[and  even  then  hardly  so]  that  in 
the  mind  of  one  who  uses  every 
effort  possible  to  human  beings, 
testing  them  in  arguments  with 
good  will  and  questioning  and 
answering  without  jealousy, 
there  flashes  forth  the  light  of 
intelligence  and  reason  with 
respect  to  each  thing.”  The  phi- 
losopher’s choice  of  metaphor, 
i.e.,  flashing  forth,  best  describes 
how  I have  now  come  to  see 
the  relevance  of  the  doctoral 
pursuit  to  my  research  agenda. 
Deadlines  and  grant  applica- 
tion woes  notwithstanding,  this 
reframing  alone  is  worth  the 
price  of  admission. 

Nouman  Ashraf,  a senior  fel- 
low at  Massey  College,  comes 
to  the  Factor-Inwentash  Faculty 
of  Social  Work  with  a particular 
interest  in  understanding  orga- 
nizational beha  viour  and  dri  vers 
of  systems-wide  cultural  change. 
He  will  share  his  graduate  school 
experiences  with  the  Bulletin  on 
a quarterly  basis. 
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POLISH  COMPOSER  FESTIVAL  GUEST 


BY  TAMMY  THORNE 

U of  T will  enjoy  a living 
contemporary  classic  when 
well-known  Polish  composer 
Krzysztof  Penderecki  visits  the 
Faculty  of  Music  for  a week  later 
this  month. 

The  world-renowned  com- 
poser will  be  attending  the 
U of  T New  Music  Festival  from 
Jan.  25  to  31  as  the  university’s 
Roger  D.  Moore  Distinguished 
Visitor  in  Composition.  The 
festival  prominently  features 
the  visiting  contemporary 
composer. 

Penderecki  is  a major  figure 
in  the  music  world  and  an  icon 
in  the  eyes  of  many,  including 
festival  co-ordinator  Norbert 
Palej. 

The  U of  T professor  of 
composition,  who  is  al  so 
a native  of  Poland,  said 
Penderecki’s  music  is  never 
trivial  and  extremely  emotional. 
“It  is  always  cathartic.” 

That  Penderecki  will  be 
visiting  U of  T for  an  entire  week 
is  a major  coup,  according  to 
Palej,  especially  considering  the 
high  demand  for  the  76-year-old 
composer  and  conductor. 

“Scheduling  Mr.  Penderecki’s 
visit  was  a difficult  challenge: 
his  calendar  was  filled  years  in 
advance  with  trips  to  various 
places  around  the  globe,”  said 
Palej,  who  travelled  to  Cracow 
to  meet  with  Penderecki  and 
discuss  possibilities. 

“Since  I was  11  years  old,  he 
was  my  idol,”  said  Palej.  “His 
music  was  everywhere,  growing 
up  in  Poland.  There  is  no  one 
else  like  him. 


“He  was  at  the  forefront  of 
the  avant-garde  movement,  but 
he  never  stopped.  He  is  always 
ahead  of  what  is  happening.  He 
is  always  doing  the  opposite  of 
what  is  popular,”  Palej  said. 


Composer  Krzysztof  Penderecki 

“So,  he  is  avant-garde  in  both 
senses  of  the  word.  He  is  ahead 
of  what  is  happening  now,  but 
historically  he  is  also  part  of  the 
avant-garde  movement  from 
the  60s,  even  though  the  old 
avant-garde  consider  him  to  be 
conservative  now  as  he  is  returning 
to  more  traditional  music.  But 
today’s  avant-garde,  well,  it  is 
modem  to  be  more  accessible.” 

Palej  said  students  will 
especially  enjoy  the  chance  to 
speak  intimately  with  the  well- 
known  composer.  “On  Tuesday 
night,  the  maestro  will  meet 
with  our  composition  students 
and  on  Thursday  at  noon  he  will 
participate  in  a panel  discussion 
in  Walter  Hall.” 

All  students  of  composition 
are  familiar  with  the  great 
composer,  Palej  said.  He  teaches 
Penderecki  in  his  classes, 
including  an  examination 
of  Threnody  for  the  Victims 
of  Hiroshima,  a piece  that 
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combines  highly  experimental 
and  expressionistic  use  of  sound 
with  a radical  humanistic 
message. 

“A  classic  from  Mr.  Pen- 
derecki’s early  career  days,”  he 
said.  “That  is  the  piece  that  all 
music  text  books  have  in  it.  All 
students  that  study  the  history 
of  music  at  university  would 
know  this  piece  - it  is  one  of 
the  milestones  of  20th  century 
music.” 

Penderecki  has  composed 
several  works  in  remembrance 
of  catastrophes  in  the  20th 
century.  And  Palej  will  premier 
his  own  work  of  remembrance 
about  the  Second  World  War’s 
Warsaw  Ghetto  uprising  during 
the  festival.  The  title  of  the  piece 
is  Arise,  Cry  Out  in  the  Night 
and  it  is  in  memory  of  the  1943 
resistance  — the  largest  single 
revolt  by  the  Jews  during  the 
Holocaust 

The  world  premieres  will  be 
on  Saturday,  Jan.  30  at  8 p.m., 
and  the  following  day  at  3 p.m. 
at  the  Metropolitan  United 
Church  on  Queen  Street  East 
and  will  be  performed  by  three 
world-class  choirs:  the  Elmer 
Iseler  Singers,  the  Toronto 
Children’s  Choir  and  the  Polish 
Chamber  Choir,  praised  by 
critics  as  one  of  the  best  choirs 
in  the  world  today. 

Visit  www.music. 
utoronto.ca/events/mnf. 
htm  for  more  infonnation. 


Humanities  for  Humanity  in  demand 


BYANjUM  NAYYAR 

“You  can’t  just  turn  off  the 
enthusiasm  after  the  evening 
lecture  — it  carries  on  with  you 
throughout  your  other  lectures 
and  into  the  rest  of  the  week.” 
That’s  how  Joanna  Dafoe, 
a specialist  student  in  peace 
and  conflict  studies,  describes 
the  high  she  felt  after  taking 
the  Humanities  for  Humanity 
course  at  Trinity  College. 

She  feels  lucky  to  have  taken 
part  in  an  experience  that  has 
had  such  rave  reviews  that  there 
are  far  more  interested  than  can 
be  admitted. 

Now  in  its  third  year, 
the  course  is  the  brainchild 
of  Kelley  Castle,  dean  of 
students  at  Trinity  College  and 
her  husband,  John  Duncan, 
director  of  the  college’s  Ethics, 
Society  and  Law  program.  Each 
week  a group  of  25  students 
from  Trinity  and  30  members 
of  Toronto’s  community  get 
together  to  discuss  philosophy 
and  history  over  a buffet  table 
before  listening  to  a lecture 
that  leads  to  sometimes  heated 
debates  over  topics  such  as 
Simone  de  Beauvoir. 


The  idea  behind  the  course  is 
to  offer  learning  opportunities 
to  people  who  otherwise 
wouldn’t  have  exposure  to 
great  ideas  while  enriching 
the  learning  experience  for 
traditional  students  by  asking 
them  to  mentor  the  community 
members.  The  curriculum, 
designed  by  Duncan,  covers 
readings  from  literature,  history 
and  philosophy  and  western 
culture  — many  of  which  are 
critical  of  that  culture  — from  the 
late  Middle  Ages  to  the  present. 

“We  had  to  turn  away  40 
people  last  year  whom  we  just 
couldn’t  accommodate.  Now  I 
have  people  from  community 
centres  e-mailing  me  all  summer 
and  asking  me  about  the 
program,”  said  Castle.  She  said 
the  goal  is  to  keep  the  class  small 
to  maintain  the  experience. 

Participants  in  the  course 
— free  to  all  involved  — are 
recruited  from  community 
centres,  churches,  shelters 
and  job-training  programs. 
During  each  class,  all  students 
share  a meal  before  the  lecture, 
given  by  a U of  T professor  or 
a guest  lecturer.  In  addition  to 
the  hot  meal,  TTC  tokens  and 


babysitting  are  offered  along 
with  free  reading  materials  and 
school  supplies. 

Castle  and  Duncan  said 
the  course  is  very  popular, 
both  among  members  of  the 
community  who  have  heard 
about  it  through  word  of  mouth 
and  the  students  at  Trinity 
College.  In  fact,  not  only  are 
students  clamouring  to  get  in, 
those  who  do  get  in  often  want 
to  return  to  take  the  course 
again  because  they  loved  the 
experience  so  much. 

“It  was  the  most  enriching 
and  valuable  experience  I’ve 
had  at  U of  T,”  said  Dafoe. 

“By  creating  a space  to  pursue 
knowledge  just  in  earnest 
really  helped  enrich  everyone. 

I had  a chance  to  develop  social 
bonds  with  people  outside 
of  my  peer  community  that 
I normally  wouldn’t  have  a 
chance  to  interact  with.” 

Castle  said  she  believes  the 
undergraduate  student  mentors 
are  surprised  to  find  they  leam 
a great  deal  themselves  as  they 
realize  how  intelligent  their 
peers  in  the  community  are 
despite  their  lack  of  access  to 
education. 


Mcminn  this  ad. 

Free  spring  roll  for  $20  order. 
Free  pad  that  for  $30  order. 

www.thaispfifigroll.ca 


WAYS  TO  SAVE 


U ofT  Bookstore 


www.uoftbookstore.com 


1)  The  Bookstore  has  dropped  the  price  of  the  most  popular 
and  expensive  textbooks.  Check  online  for  savings! 

2)  Take  advantage  of  educational  pricing  on  computers, 
including  Apple  & PC  products.  Students  can  save  hundreds  of 
dollars,  even  compared  with  big  box  stores. 

3)  Educational  pricing  on  software  for  U ofT  Students,  Staff  & 
Faculty  too.  Huge  savings  - don't  buy  your  software  before 

contacting  The  Computer  Shop. 

4)  Students  can  buy  textbooks  used!  U ofT  Bookstore  has 
increased  the  volume  of  used  textbooks  and  more  students  are 
buying  used  than  ever  before.  You  can  find  them  online  when 

you  search  by  courses. 

5)  Students  can  sell  their  textbooks  back  to  the  Bookstore 

for  up  to  50%  of  the  original  price  (not  the  used  price).  Books 
can  be  sold  anytime  of  the  year,  leaving  more  cash  in  your 
pocket. 


U of  T Bookstore  • 214  College  St.,  Toronto 

T:  (416)  640-7900  • Computer  Shop  Tel;  (416)  640-5810 

UTSC  Bookstore  - 1265  Military  Trail,  Bladen  Wing,  3rd  Floor 

Scarborough  -Tel:  (416)  724-8213 

UTM  Bookstore  • 3359  Mississauga  Ro3d  North, 

South  Building  1st  Floor,  Mississauga  - Tel:  (905)  828-5246 


liflfT 

ore 


Tired  Aching  Legs? 
Get  relief  with 
Compression  Therapy 


12  Help  relieve  tired  legs 
0 Reduce  swelling 
0 Relieve  the  pain  of 
mild  varicose  veins 
0 Improve  blood  flow 
0 Revitalize  your  legs 


6t®«-'S£P? 

(ProfessionaC  lF amity  fFootcare 

jOBST  support  center 

Gradient  compression  stockings  help  the  blood  in  your  veins 
to  flow  in  the  right  direction,  back  toward  your  heart.  This 
helps  manage  and  prevent  the  progression  of  various  vein-related 
diseases.  Even  if  your  veins  and  valves  are  damaged.  This  therapy 
may  help  relieve  the  discomfort  in  your  legs  and  feet. 

DEDICATED  TO  HELP  KEEP  YOU  WALKING  IN  COMFORT  J 
***  Book  Your  Appointment  Online  *** 
www.stepbystepfootcare.ca 

Toronto/Head  Office  : 27  Queen  St.  E.  Suite  407  416-214-4697 

Across  Si,  Michaels  Hospital 

Orthof  ics  and  Compression  Stockings  May  Be  Covered  Under 
UofT  Staff  and  Most  Other  Extended  Health  Care  Plans. 
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Accommodation 

Rentals  Available 
• Metro  & Area  • 

Attention  U of  T visitors.  Affordable, 
luxurious,  bright,  furnished  apartments. 
Home  away  from  home.  Includes  your 
every  need:  walkout  to  sundeck, 
appliances,  linens,  dishes,  TV,  DVD, 
A/C,  parking,  laundry,  Internet,  utilities. 
10  minutes  from  U of  T and  hospitals. 
Irene,  info@irmoluxhomes.com;  www. 
irmoluxhomes.com;  416-466-5299. 

Furnished  apartments  and  privately  owned 
family  homes  for  monthly  short/long 
term.  Upscale,  executive  quality.  Prefer 
3 months  minimum.  All  inclusive  pricing. 
www.silkwoodproperties.com  or  e-mail 
paulette.warren@silkwoodproperties. 
com;  416-410-7561.  (Property  owners  can 
list  with  us.) 

Visiting  scholars  to  U of  T with  children, 
pets  may  be  interested  to  rent  a detached 
bungalow.  Walking  distance  to  subway, 
20-minute  ride  to  St.  George  campus  and 
teaching  hospitals.  Call  416-239-01 15,  ext  3. 

Home  is  more  than  where  you  hang 
your  hat.  Unique  furnished  rentals  in 
Toronto's  most  vibrant  neighbourhoods. 
Marco  Enterprises,  416-410-4123.  www. 
marcotoronto.com 

Avenue/Dupont.  Spacious  1 -bedroom  with 
balcony  in  clean,  quiet  low-rise  building, 
laundry  in  building,  close  to  TTC,  shopping 
and  U of  T.  View  daily,  call  416-923-4291. 

Downtown.  Fully  furnished  bachelor, 
one-  and  two-bedroom  condos,  close  to 
hospitals  and  U of  T.  Most  have  ensuite 
laundry,  balcony,  gym,  24-hour  security. 
Clean,  bright,  tastefully  furnished. 
Personal  attention  to  your  needs.  416-920- 
1473;  www.celebritycondoservices.com 

Visiting  Toronto?  Family-friendly 
accommodation  rooms  with  kitchen  access. 
Suites  convenient  residential  downtown 
location.  Ashleigh  Heritage  Home; 
www.ashleighheritage.com,  March  1. 
Rathnelly.  Immaculate  studio  in  quiet  home. 
Fully  furnished  and  equipped.  Just  bring 
your  suitcase.  Walk  to  U of  T,  hospitals, 
Yorkville.  Separate  entrance;  laundry 
access.  Everything  included.  $780.  cooney@ 
booksforbusiness.com;  416-944-0832. 

Beaches.  Furnished  apartment  upstairs: 
two-bedroom  and  bathroom,  main  floor: 


MISSED 

an 

ISSUE? 

visit 

www.news.utoronto.ca/ 

bulletin.html 


MOUNT  SINAI  HOSPITAL^/ 

Joseph  and  Wolf  lebovic  Health  Complex  ■ * 

We  are  looking  for  people  to  participate 
in  research  studies  to  help  understand 

the  new  H1N1  influenza  virus 

Who  can  participate? 

• Anyone  18-60  years  of  age  who  has  internet 
access 

What  is  required? 

•\bu  will  be  randomized  to  receive  either  the 
regular  2009  seasonal  influenza  vaccine  or  a 
placebo  injection  of  sterile  normal  saline  (salt) 
solution 

• 1 to  2 appointments 

• If  you  develop  an  influenza-like  illness  or 
experience  respiratory  symptoms: 

o Have  a nasal  swab  taken  and  mail  it  back 
o Complete  a daily  diary  until  you  are  feeling 
better 

Remuneration  will  be  provided 
Contact: 

The  Infectious  Disease  Research  Unit 
416-586-4800  ext.  H INI  (4161) 
IDresearch@mtsinai.on.ca 


living  room,  kitchen  dining  area,  opens 
to  greenhouse  and  patio.  Woodstove, 
hardwood  floors,  stained  glass,  parking, 
$1,500. 416-699-6099;  namorgan@hotmail.com 

Condo  for  rent:  2 bedrooms,  2 baths, 
furnished,  Lawrence  & Avenue  Rd. 
Locker  room,  underground  parking 
spot,  no  smoking,  gym,  media  room, 
24-hour  concierge,  includes  water,  heat, 
electricity,  taxes,  $2, 200/month,  call  416- 
782-9285. 

Luxury  furnished  two-storeyloftapartment 
Prime  location  five-minute  walk  to  U of  T 
and  two  subway  lines  in  landmark  building 
with  private  entrance.  Fully  sound-  and 
fire-proofed  new  construction.  Own  heat/ 
AC  system,  stainless  steel  appliances, 
ensuite  laundry,  roof  deck  with  BBQ. 
www.torontoannexrental.ca  or  647-885- 
5059. 

St.  Clair/Caledonia.  3-storey,  3-bedroom, 
2'/2-bath  semi-detached  house;  hardwood 
throughout.  Floor  1:  front  room/living  room, 
large  kitchen  with  range  hood  microwave, 
powder  room.  Floor  2:  2 bedrooms,  study, 
bathroom.  Floor  3:  loft-style  master 
bedroom,  ensuite,  closet,  deck.  Private 
laundry  facilities  available.  1-car  garage; 
small  yard.  149  Laughton  Ave.  Available 
now;  $2, 200/month,  all  inclusive.  Contact 
Connie:  conniemarano@yahoo.ca;  416- 
652-0355. 

Executive  townhouse.  2,000  sq.  ft.;  2 
bedrooms,  1 office,  Th  baths  with  Jacuzzi; 
semi-furnished.  Five  minute  walk  to  North 
York  City  Centre  subway.  Rent  $1,500 
plus  utilities.  Contact  1-617-990-7469  or 
shehnaz.alidina@sympatico.ca 

Semester  rental:  furnished  prestige  condo; 
steps  to  U of  T,  hospitals  and  all  types 
shopping/entertainment;  major  bedroom; 
mini  bedroom;  2 baths;  5 appliance  kitchen; 
ensuite  laundry;  dining  room,  cable  TV 
room;  ample  storage;  garage;  private 
entrance;  all  utilities  except  phone 
included;  24-hour  security;  rent  $1,800 
monthly.  Available  now.  Contact  thomar@ 
aliceposta.it 

Architecturally  designed,  two-level 
apartment.  One  bedroom  and  den, 
balcony,  bay  windows,  vertical  blinds, 
new  carpet,  4 appliances  including 
washer/dryer.  Markham  St.  close  to 
university.  Feb.  1.  $1,220  plus  hydro. 
Call  Alice,  416-409-2277. 


• Home  Exchange  • 

Going  on  a Sabbatical?  www. 
SabbaticalHomes.com  (est.  2000)  is 
the  online  directory  of  sabbatical  home 
listings  for  academics  visiting  Toronto 
or  temporarily  leaving.  Find  or  post 
accommodations  to  rent,  exchange 
or  sit  at  www.SabbaticalHomes.com 

• Guesthouse  • 

Guesthouse,  walk  to  U of  T.  Kitchen, 
laundry,  deck,  A/C,  wireless  Internet, 
cable  TV,  coffee  and  tea.  Singles  with 
shared  bath  from  $65/night.  Private  bath 
$85  per  night  per  person.  Breakfast 
available,  three-night  minimum  stay.  Tel: 
416-588-0560.  E-mail  annexguesthouse@ 
canada.com;  web:  annexguesthouse. 
com 

Bloor-Spadina.  Academic,  minimum  14 
nights,  spectacular  penthouse  $55.  WiFi, 
HDTV,  phones,  bikes,  www.bandnob. 
com 

• Overseas  • 

Paris.  Upscale,  comfortable  and 
centrally  located  furnished  apartments 
in  Notre  Dame,  Marais  and  Saint 
Germain.  Please  contact  516-977-3318 
or  coopergl@gmail.com;  website:  www. 
rentals-paris.com;  personalized  Paris 
apartment  hunting  services  too,  www. 
paris-aparts.com 

Provence.  South  of  France.  Furnished 
three-bedroom  house,  picturesque 
Puyloubier,  20  km  from  Aix.  Available 
from  July  for  short-  or  long-term  rental. 
Please  contact  Beth  at  416-588-2580  or 
b.savan@utoronto.ca;  website:  www. 
maisonprovencale.org 

South  of  France.  Furnished  one-bedroom 
house  with  terrace,  WiFi,  washer,  BBQ; 
sleeps  5,  in  picturesque  Les  Salces,  10  km 
from  Lodeve  and  Clermont  I'Herault  west 
of  Montpellier.  Available  from  October 
2009.  From  $1, 200/month  inclusive.  Contact 
Beth  at  416-533-8844,  b.savan@utoronto. 
ca;  Website:  www.homeaway.com/ 

vacation-rental/p252988 

Paris.  Gare  Montparnasse  (14th  arr), 
1-bedroom,  bright,  spacious,  located 
in  modern  building.  Available  3 months 
minimum.  Neighbourhood  of  cafes, 
cinemas,  shops,  close  to  Luxembourg 
garden.  Remarkable  location  with  CDG 


airport  shuttle  at  door,  4 metro,  several 
bus  lines,  TGV  trains  to  Atlantic  shore. 
Suits  one  person  or  couple,  furnished 
and  fully  equipped.  High-speed  Internet 
and  local  phone.  Available.  a.chambon@ 
utoronto.ca 

Health  Services 

Feeling  anxious,  stressed  or  depressed? 
Relationship  or  self-esteem  concerns? 
Want  someone  to  talk  with,  to  help 
sort  things  out?  Dr.  Ellen  Greenberg, 
Psychologist,  Bloor  & Avenue  Road  or 
Eglinton  West  Subway,  416-944-3799. 
Covered  by  extended  health. 

Dr.  Neil  Pilkington  (Psychologist). 
Assessment  and  individual,  couples  and 
group  cognitive-behaviour  therapy  for: 
anxiety/phobias,  depression/low  self- 
esteem, stress  and  anger  management 
couples  issues  and  sexual  identity/ 
orientation  concerns.  Staff/faculty 
healthcare  benefits  provide  full  coverage. 
Morning,  afternoon  and  evening 
appointments.  Downtown/TTC.  416-977- 
5666.  E-mail  dr.neil.pilkington@rogers.com 

Psychotherapy  for  personal  and 
relationship  issues.  Individual,  group  and 
couple  therapy.  U of  T extended  health 
plan  provides  coverage.  For  a consultation 
call  Dr.  Heather  A.  White,  Psychologist, 
416-535-9432,  140  Albany  Avenue 

(Bathurst/Bloor).  drhwhite@rogers.com 

Evelyn  Sommers,  Ph.D.,  Psychologist, 
provides  psychotherapy  and  counselling 
for  individuals  and  couples  from  age  17. 
Covered  under  U of  T benefits.  Yonge/ 
Bloor.  Visit  www.ekslibris.ca;  call  416-413- 
1098. 

Individual  psychotherapy  for  adults. 
Evening  hours  available.  Extended 
benefits  coverage  for  U of  T staff.  Dr. 
Paula  Gardner,  Registered  Psychologist, 
114  Maitland  St.  (Wellesley  and  Jarvis). 
416-570-2957. 

Psychoanalysis  & psychoanalytic 
psychotherapy  for  adolescents,  adults, 
couples.  U of  T extended  health  benefits 
provide  coverage.  Dr.  Klaus  Wiedermann, 
Registered  Psychologist,  1033  Bay  St.,  ste. 
204,  tel:  416-962-6671. 

Dr.  Cindy  Wahler,  Registered  Psychologist. 
Yonge/St.  Clair  area.  Individual  and  couple 
psychotherapy.  Depression,  relationship 
difficulties,  women's  issues,  health  issues, 


self-esteem.  U of  T extended  healthcare 
plan  covers  psychological  services.  416- 
961-0899.  cwahler@sympatico.ca 

Dr.  Carol  Musselman,  Registered 
Psychologist.  Psychotherapy  for 
depression,  anxiety,  trauma  and  other 
mental  health  needs,  relationship 
problems,  issues  related  to  gender,  sexual 
orientation,  disability.  Covered  by  extended 
health  plans.  455  Spadina  (at  College), 
#211.  416-568-1100  or  cmusselman@oise. 
utoronto.ca;  www.carolmusselman.com 

Psychologist  providing  individual  and 
couples  therapy.  Work  stress,  anxiety, 
depression,  personal  and  relationship 
concerns  and  problems  with  eating, 
weight  and  body  image.  U of  T benefits 
apply.  Dr.  Sarah  Maddocks,  114  Maitland 
Street  (Wellesley  and  Jarvis).  416-972- 
1935,  ext.  3321;  smaddocks@sympatico.ca 

Sam  Minsky,  PhD  (Registered 
Psychologist).  Individual  and  couple 
psychotherapy  and  counselling  covered 
under  U of  T extended  health  plan.  Close 
to  downtown  campus.  647-209-9516.  sam. 
minsky@sympatico.ca 

Mississauga.  Clinical  Psychologist 
providing  psychotherapy  to  individuals 
aged  16  and  older.  Experienced  in 
treating  anxiety  (e.g.  panic  attacks, 
obsessive  compulsive  disorder, 
excessive  worry),  depression,  concerns 
about  relationships,  identity,  lifestyle, 
health.  Fees  covered  by  extended  health 
benefits.  Dr.  Anne  Vagi,  905-306-1106. 
annevagi@cogeco.ca 

Miscellany 

Professional  transcribing  service 
available  for  one-on-one  or  multi-person 
interviews,  focus  groups,  etc.  20+  years 
of  experience  at  U of  T.  References 
available.  Call  Diane  at  416-261-1543  or 
e-mail  dygranato@hotmail.com 

Dicta  Transcription.  Digital,  CD  and 
casette  equipment  available  for  focus 
groups,  qualitative  reports,  one-one-one 
interviews,  etc.  Reliable  and  professional 
services.  In  business  since  1983.  RCMP 
security  clearance.  Call  Kathy,  416-431- 
7999. 

Better  than  carbon  dating:  Science 
Connection  dating!  Meet  other  science- 
literate  singles  through  Science 
Connection,  www.sciconnect.com 


CALL  FOR  NOMINATIONS 
ACADEMIC  BOARD  OF  THE  GOVERNING  COUNCIL 


Work  of  the  Academic  Board: 

The  Academic  Board  of  the  Governing  Council  is  composed 
of  122  members,  50  of  whom  are  elected  teaching  staff. 


Nominations  Open: 

Friday,  January  8,  2010  at  12:00  noon 

Nominations  Close: 

Friday,  January  22,  2010  at  5:00  p.m. 

Positions  Available: 

Teaching  Staff 

3~year  term  from  July  1,  2010  to  June  30,2013: 

• Applied  Science  and  Engineering:  1 seat 

• Architecture,  Landscape,  and  Design:  1 seat 

• Arts  and  Science:  5 seats 

• Management:  1 seat 

• Medicine:  4 seats 

• Music:  1 seat 

• OISE:  1 seat 

• Physical  Education  and  Health:  1 seat 

• Social  Work:  1 seat 

• UTM:  1 seat 

• UTSC:  1 seat 

NOTE:  No  more  than  one  teaching  staff  member  may  be 

elected  to  the  Academic  Board  from  any  one  department  of 
multi-departmental  faculties. 

Nomination  Forms  will  be  available  beginning 
12:00  noon,  Friday  January  8,  2010  at: 

• www.governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/ elections.htm 

• Office  of  the  Governing  Council 

Simcoe  Hall,  27  King’s  College  Circle,  Room  106 


The  Board  is  responsible  for  approving: 

• Admissions  and  awards  policies 

• Establishment  of  new  academic  programs 

• Establishment,  termination  or  restructuring  of 
academic  units 

• Academic  appointments  policy 

• Budget  guidelines  and  annual  budgets 

• Capital  plans  and  projects 

• Curriculum  and  academic  regulations 

• Academic  discipline 

• Research  policy 

The  membership  of  the  Governing  Council  should  reflect 
the  diversity  of  the  University.  Nominations  are  encouraged 
from  a wide  variety  of  individuals. 

Questions?  Please  contact: 

Chief  Returning  Officer  at: 

governing. council@utoronto.ca  or  416-978-6576 
or 

Deputy  Returning  Officer 
maeyu.tan@utoronto.ca  or  416-978-8794 

Further  information: 

Please  consult  the  elections  website  for  more  information 
and  review  the  Election  Guidelines  2010  at: 

www.governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/ elections.htm 
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EVENTS,  ii 


LECTURES 


The  Greening  of  Religion: 
Religions'  (Re)encounter 
With  the  Earth  and  its  Distress. 
Tuesday,  January  19 

Prof.  Dan  Spencer,  University  of 
Montana.  Third  floor  chapel,  Emmanuel 
College.  5 p.m.  Emmanuel  College 

Beyond  Figurines  and  Frying  Pans: 
Reassessing  Island  Interactions 
in  the  Early  Bronze  Age  Cyclades. 
Wednesday,  January  21 

Jill  Hilditch,  post-doctoral  fellow,  art. 
1170  Bahen  Centre  for  Information 
Technology.  5:15  p.m.  Archaeological 
Institute  of  America,  Toronto  Chapter 


C0LL0QUIA 


Archiving  Intimacy:  The  Politics 
and  Pragmatics  of  Investigating 
Colonial  Interventions  Into  Filipino 
Childrearing  Practices. 

Friday,  January  15 
Prof.  Bonnie  McElhinny,  anthropology. 
Second  floor,  Jackman  Humanities 
Institute.  Noon.  Diaspora  & 
Transnational  Studies 


SEMINARS 


I'm  Going  to  Pull  Down  My  Pants: 
Confession  and  the  Cinema  of 
Uninhibition. 

Friday,  January  15 

Roundtable  discussion  of  Guy  Maddin's 
films;  Prof.  Kay  Armatage,  Cinema 


Studies  Institute,  chair;  discussants: 
Profs.  Elizabeth  Legge,  art;  Steven 
Shaviro,  Wayne  State  University;  and 
John  Semley,  UT-CineAction.  100 
Jackman  Humanities  Institute.  3 to 
5 p.m.  Jackman  Humanities  Institute 
and  Cinema  Studies  Institute 

Twenty  Years  of  Geographic 
Change  in  the  Elderly  Population  of 
Ontario:  Challenging  the  Delivery 
of  Formal  and  Informal  Care. 
Tuesday,  January  19 
Prof.  Mark  Rosenberg,  Queen’s 
University.  Suite  106,  222  College  St. 

12:1 5 to  1:30  p.m.  Life  Course  & Aging 

Canadian  Public  Policy  and 
Indigenous  Distress:  Aboriginal 
Addiction,  Mental  Health  and 
Healing  in  Urban  Ontario,  1968- 
2008. 

Wednesday,  January  20 

Krista  Maxwell,  doctoral  fellow, 
comparative  program  on  health 
and  society.  208N  Munk  Centre  for 
International  Studies.  10  a.m.  to  noon. 
Registration:  webapp.mcis.utoronto.ca. 
Comparative  Program  on  Health  & 
Society 

Thinking  the  Unthinkable 
in  Southern  Thailand. 

Friday,  January  22 

Prof.  Duncan  McCargo,  University 
of  Leeds.  108N  Munk  Centre  for 
International  Studies.  2 to  4 p.m. 
Registration:  webapp.mcis.utoronto.ca. 
Asian  Institute 

Brain  Health  Across  the  Life  Span 
Tuesday,  January  26 

Prof.  William  Reichman,  medicine.  Suite 
106,  222  College  St.  12:15  to  1:30  p.m. 

Life  Course  & Aging 


MUSIC 


FACULTY  OF  MUSIC 
EDWARD  JOHNSON  BUILDING 
Thursday  Noon  Series. 


Thursday,  January  14 

Baroque  Bravura:  Lorna  MacDonald, 
soprano,  Gillian  MacKay,  trumpet,  and 
Lydia  Wong,  piano.  Walter  Hall.  12:10  p.m. 

Thursday,  January  21 

Preview  of  Bernstein's  Candide,  with 
David  Briskin,  Michael  Patrick  Alban 
and  singers  from  the  opera  division. 
Walter  Hall.  12:10  p.m. 

Voice  Performance  Class. 

Tuesday,  January  19 

Arias  and  ensembles  from  the  oratorio 
ensembles  class.  Walter  Hall.  12:10  p.m. 

Faculty  of  Music  Undergraduate 
Association  Benefit  Concert. 

Friday,  January  22 

Annual  benefit  concert.  Walter  Hall. 

7:30  p.m.  Tickets:  pay  what  you  can. 

New  Music  Festival. 

Tuesday,  January  26 

Composers'  forum  with  Krzysztof 
Penderecki.  Boyd  Neel  Room.  7:30  p.m. 

Wednesday,  January  27 
The  Chamber  Music  of  Krzysztof 
Penderecki,  Part  1. 

Shauna  Rolston,  Lydia  Wong,  Erika 
Raum  and  guests;  pre-concert  talk. 
Walter  Hall.  6:45  p.m. 

VICTORIA  COLLEGE 
Liederabend. 

Monday,  January  25 

Graduate  students  perform;  Faculty  of 
Music  presentation.  Chapel.  6:30  p.m. 


PLAYS  & READINGS 


Conrad:  Lord  Bilk  of 
Crosspurposes. 

Thursday,  January  14 
and  Friday,  January  15 

By  James  Bacque;  directed  by  Martin 
Hunter,  produced  by  Prof.  Em.  Peter 
Russell.  George  Ignatieff  Theatre,  15 
Devonshire  Place.  8 p.m.  Tickets  $30, 
students  $15. 


Andromache. 

Thursday  to  Saturday, 

January  21  to  January  23; 

Tuesday  to  Saturday, 

January  26  to  January  30 
By  Jean  Racine;  translated  by  Richard 
Wilbur,  directed  by  Patrick  Young. 
Theatre  Erindale  presentation.  Erindale 
Studio  Theatre,  Communication, 

Culture  & Technology  Building,  U of  T 
Mississauga.  Weekend  performances, 
8 p.m.;  weeknights,  7:30  p.m.  Saturday 
matinee  (Jan.  30),  2 p.m.  Tickets  $14, 
students  and  seniors  $9.  Box  office: 
905-569-4369. 


FILMS 


My  Winnipeg. 

Thursday,  January  14 

Film  with  live  narration  by  Guy 
Maddin;  Confession  and  the  Cinema 
of  Uninhibition  series.  Innis  College 
Town  Hall.  7 p.m.  Jackman  Humanities 
Institute  and  Cinema  Studies  Institute 


Brand  Upon  the  Brain. 

Friday,  January  15 

With  Guy  Maddin  in  person;  Confession 
and  the  Cinema  of  Uninhibition 
series.  Innis  College  Town  Hall.  7 p.m. 
Jackman  Humanities  Institute,  Cinema 
Studies  Institute  and  Cinema  Studies 
Student  Union 


EXHIBITIONS 


doris  McCarthy  gallery 

U OFT  SCARBOROUGH 
Jon  Sasaki:  Good  Intentions. 
January  13  to  February  24 

Utilizing  film,  video,  objects, 
performance  and  installation,  Jon 
Sasaki  investigates  an  eternal  optimism 
that,  while  being  endearing  and 
charming,  is  filled  with  the  trappings 
of  failure;  co-presented  with  the 
Kitchener-Waterloo  Art  Gallery  and 
Kenderdine  Art  Gallery.  Gallery  hours: 
Tuesday  to  Friday,  10  a.m.  to  4 p.m.; 
Saturday  and  Sunday,  noon  to  5 p.m. 

U OF  TART  CENTRE 
Portrait  of  a Patron. 

January  19  to  March  13 

The  60  to  70  works  in  this  exhibition  stem 
from  the  collection  of  Janusz  Dukszta. 
Dukszta  first  commissioned  a portrait 
of  himself  from  Olaf  van  Brinkenhoff  in 
1953  and  has  repeated  this  exercise  on 
a regular  basis  since  that  time.  Laidlaw 
Wing,  University  College.  Gallery  hours: 
Tuesday  to  Friday,  noon  to  5 p.m.; 
Saturday,  noon  to  4 p.m. 


COMMITTEES 


CENTRE  FOR  ENVIRONMENT 

An  external  review  committee  has  been  established  in  the  Faculty  of  Arts  & Science 
to  review  the  Centre  for  Environment  on  Jan.  14  and  15.  Members  are:  Professors 
Richard  Norgaard,  energy  and  resources  program,  University  of  California,  Berkeley; 
and  John  Robinson,  Institute  of  Resources,  Environment  and  Sustainability  and 
Department  of  Geography,  University  of  British  Columbia. 

The  committee  would  be  pleased  to  receive  comments  from  interested  persons. 
These  should  be  submitted  to  Professor  David  Klausner,  vice-dean  (interdisciplinary 
affairs)  and  special  adviser  to  the  dean  on  external  reviews,  Faculty  of  Arts  & 
Science,  Room  2005,  Sidney  Smith  Hall. 


Food  that  puts  you  on  top  of  the  world 


Everest  Eestsuraat 

• Taste  of  Himalayas 


We  Deliver! 


469  Bloor  St.  West.  Tel:  416-964-8849  • Fax:  416-964-7335 

Lunch  Buffet  & Dinner  A*  la  Carte 

www.mteverestrestaurant.ca 


North  Indian  & Nepalese  Cuisine 


Eager  to  get  some 

VISIBILITY 

for  your  annual  report,  brochure  or  timetable? 
Why  not  consider  an  insert  in  The  Bulletin ? 
Reach  11,500  readers  across  all  three  campuses 
For  rates  and  dates,  contact 
Mavic  Palanca  at  416-978-2106  or 
mavic.palanca@utoronto.ca 


CALL  FOR  NOMINATIONS:  GOVERNING  COUNCIL 


Nominations  Open: 

Friday,  January  8,  20,1.0  at  12:00  noon 

Nominations  Close: 

Friday,  January  22,  2010  at  5:00  p.m. 

Positions  Available: 

8 Students 

1-year  term  from  July  1, 2010  to  June  30,  2011: 

* 4 full-time  undergraduate  students 

* 2 part-time  undergraduate  students 

* 2 graduate  students 

1 Administrative  Staff 

3-year  term  from  July  1,  2010  to  June  30,  2013 

4 Teaching  Staff 

3~year  term  from  July  1, 2010  to  June  30,  2013: 

* Faculty  of  Arts  and  Science 
(Departments  of  Astronomy  and  Astrophysics, 

Cell  and  Systems,  Biology,  Chemistry,  Computer  Science, 
Ecology  and  Evolutionary  Biology,  Geology,  Mathematics, 
Physics  and  Statistics  and  Actuarial  Science) 

- 1 teaching  staff  vacancy 

* Faculty  of  Applied  Science  and  Engineering 

- 1 teaching  staff  vacancy 

* Faculty  of  Medicine  - 2 teaching  staff  vacancies 

Nomination  Forms  will  be  available  beginning 
12:00  noon,  Friday,  January  8,  2010  at: 

* www.governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/ elections.htm 

* Office  of  the  Governing  Council 

Simcoe  Hall,  27  King’s  College  Circle,  Room  106 


Work  of  the  Governing  Council: 

The  Governing  Council  is  composed  of  50  members  - 
25  members  from  within  the  internal  University  community, 
including  administrative  staff,  teaching  staff  and  students, 
and  25  members  external  to  the  University,  including  alumni 
and  Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council  appointees. 

As  the  University  ofToronto’s  senior  governing  body,  it  oversees 
the  University’s  academic,  business  and  student  affairs.  Decisions 
approved  by  the  Governing  Council  affect  all  members  of  the 
University  community. 

Council  and  its  Boards  approve: 

* Major  changes  in  academic  programs  and  units 

* Policies  on  admissions  and  awards,  tuition  and  ancillary 
fees,  research,  and  grading  practices 

* Resource  allocation  in  support  of  the  University’s  priorities 

* Long  range  budget  guidelines  and  annual  budget  reports 

* Acquisition  and/ or  disposal  of  assets  and  capital  plans 

* Campus  and  student  services 

* Appointment  of  senior  administrators 

The  membership  of  the  Governing  Council  should  reflect 

the  diversity  of  the  University.  Nominations  are  encouraged  from  a 

wide  variety  of  individuals. 

Questions?  Please  contact: 

Chief  Returning  Officer  at: 
governing, cduneil@utororito.ca  or  416-978-6576 
or 

Deputy  Returning  Officer  at: 
maeyu,tan@utoronto.ca  or  416-978-8794 

Further  information: 

Please  consult  the  elections  website  for  more  information 
and  review  the  Election  Guidelines  2010  at: 

www.governingcouncll.utoronto.ca/elections.htm 


From  the  creators  of 

Pyaasa  & Letters’ to  my  Grandma 

Theatre  Jones  Roy 
presents 

Macbeth  Reflected 

Original  text  by  William  Shakespeare 
Adapted  by  Thomas  Morgan  Jones 

f 

John  Ng  as  Macbeth  I M^y  Ashton  as  Lady  Macbeth 
Directed  by  Thongs  Morgan  Jones 

JAN  16  ft,  2010 

Previewsjjj|i6  & 17 
Runs  JBl®  - 24 

Tues-Sat  8 pm  Sat  Mat  2:30  pm  Sun  4 pm 
LOWER  OSSINGTON  THEATRE 
lOOAOssington  Ave 
Lighting  Design  by  David  DeGrow 
Set  & Costume  Design  by  Kelly  Wolf 
Sound  Design  and  Composition  by  Thomas 
Ryder  Payne 

Stage  Management  by  Sarah  Cutfield 

Online  www.arisboxoffice.ca 
. Phone:  416-504-7529 
WWW.THEATREJONESROY.COM 


Winter  Carnival 

AT  HART  HOUSE  FARM 


SAT.  JAN.  23,  2010 


Advance  ticket  prices 
available  until 
January  20 
at  the  HUB; 
members  may 
sponsor  up  to 
two  guests. 


■ 

f'awSea  and  < tvkiren  wuLome. 

Pets  ar«  ixi  permitted  at 
f vuvu/entE. 

HART  HOUSE 

WWW 

* 

.harthouse.ca 
¥ # ♦ ® ♦ 
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Alumni  bring 


HOPE 


to  rural  Kenyan  community 


Kenyan  schoolchildren  mug  for  the  camera. 


BY  BARBARA  DICK 

This  fall,  16  University  of  Toronto  alumni  and 
friends  made  a landmark  journey  together  to  Kenya. 
In  a dramatic  departure  from  the  usual  alumni  travel 
program  offerings,  our  U of  T alumni  travelled  there 
to  build  a school  with  Free  the  Children,  an  organiza- 
tion co-founded  by  U of  T alumnus  and  Moss  Scholar 
Craig  Kielburger.  In  the  process  we  discovered  a lot 
about  the  community  we  came  to  help  and  saw  the 
transformative  power  of  education  as  the  hope  for 
the  future. 

As  most  travellers  know,  there  is  a marked  differ- 
ence between  going  on  a trip  and  taking  a journey.  A 
trip  takes  us  to  a different  geographic  location  where 
we  do  and  see  things  that  we  might  not  normally 
experience.  A journey  has  broader  connotations;  it 
suggests  covering  a greater  distance  and  implies  a 
sense  of  discovery  and  learning.  Our  time  in  Kenya 
was  most  certainly  a “safari,”  which  means  “long 
journey”  in  Swahili. 

This  “long  journey”  started  more  than  four  years 
ago  when  Kielburger  addressed  the  University  of 
Toronto  Alumni  Association’s  annual  general  meet- 
ing audience.  He  challenged  U of  T alumni  to  use 
their  accomplishments  and  privilege  as  a force  for 
making  the  world  a better  place.  Privately,  he  chal- 
lenged us  in  alumni  affairs  to  look  at  our  travel  pro- 
gram as  more  than  just  an  opportunity  to  visit  the 
world’s  touristic  highlights.  We  listened,  and  thanks 
to  the  leadership  of  Kyle  Winters,  executive  direc- 
tor of  university  advancement  partnerships,  and  the 
generous  support  of  our  Manulife  affinity  partner, 
the  eventual  outcome  was  this  trip  to  Kenya. 


Originally  scheduled  for  the  fall  of  2008  but 
delayed  due  to  post-electoral  unrest  in  Kenya,  this 
trip  attracted  alumni  who  saw  it  as  a way  to  make  a 
meaningful  impact  on  the  world  as  part  of  their  own 
personal  journeys.  For  example,  one  of  our  travellers 
was  born  in  Mombasa  more  than  40  years  ago.  His 
father  promised  to  take  him  back  to  Africa  when  he 
was  16  but  died  before  he  could  fulfil  his  promise; 
this  trip  was  both  a fulfilment  of  this  promise  and  a 
way  to  pay  tribute  to  the  country  of  his  birth. 

Despite  free  education  in  Kenya,  more  than  1.7 
million  children  don’t  have  access  to  education  due 
to  poverty,  child  labour  and  lack  of  schools.  Existing 
schools  are  often  inaccessible  due  to  long  distances 
between  schools  and  lack  of  road  and  transportation 
infrastructure.  All  this  amounts  to  an  illiteracy  rate 
of  close  to  90  per  cent  and  one  of  the  country’s  high- 
est high  school  dropout  rates.  Arriving  in  Nairobi  in 
early  October,  our  group  was  excited  and  more  than 
a little  apprehensive.  Most  of  us  were  concerned  that 
our  desire  to  do  good  outweighed  our  practical  ability 
to  build  a school.  We  had  just  about  a week  to  build 
a school  without  the  benefit  of  skills,  experience  or 
heavy  machinery.  Would  we  be  able  to  succeed? 

Fortunately,  Free  the  Children,  through  their  social 
enterprise  counterpart  Me  to  We,  is  prepared  for  pre- 
cisely this  kind  of  traveller.  Catering  to  school  and 
corporate  groups,  Free  the  Children  has  established 
impressive  infrastructure  near  Emori  Joi,  a commu- 
nity of  some  2,000  Kipsigis  people  close  to  the  Masai 
Mara  region  of  Kenya. 

Arriving  near  Emori  Joi  by  bush  plane,  we  saw  a 
family  of  warthogs  scurrying  off  the  grassy  runway  as 
our  craft  approached  the  small  grassy  landing  strip. 
Warmly  greeted  by  Free  the  Children  staff,  including 
two  Masai  Warriors  in  their  traditional  vivid  red  garb, 
we  walked  past  the  hyena  den  to  our  accommoda- 
tions in  the  Bogani  cottages.  This  complex  of  cottages, 
tents,  dining  hall  and  tree  nursery  serves  as  Free  the 
Children’s  headquarters  in  the  Masai  Mara  region. 
From  Bogani  it  was  a short  ride  by  land  rover  to  Emori 
Joi’s  school  complex,  which  includes  some  15  class- 
rooms, a library,  a water  supply  and  public  latrines. 

None  of  us  was  prepared  for  the  warmth  and  inten- 
sity of  the  welcome  we  received  from  the  children 
at  the  school  site;  we  were  virtually  swarmed  and 
enveloped  with  smiles,  hand  slapping  greetings  of 
“Jambo”  and  curious  touches  and  hugs.  The  emo- 
tional impact  of  this  sincere  welcome  dispelled  any 
concerns  we  might  have  had  about  how  we  would  be 
regarded  in  the  community. 

We  soon  saw  that  community  involvement  is  the  core 
of  Free  the  Children  programming  success.  In  addition 
to  physical  infrastructure  like  classrooms  and  rain  catch- 
ment systems,  it  is  teacher  training,  alternative  income 
sources  and  healthcare  initiatives  that  will  help  sustain 
the  progress  of  the  communities  with  which  Free  the 
Children  works. 

We  learned  about  these  initiatives  by  sharing  meals 
and  visiting  with  members  of  the  Emori  Joi  community. 
After  spending  a shift  on  the  classroom  building  site  with 
our  good-natured  and  very  patient  local  crew  members, 
we  had  the  opportunity  to  visit  with  some  of  the  local 
women.  We  saw  the  benefit  the  alternative  income 


Alumna  Mary  Anne  Arnoldo  carries  20  litres  of 
water  from  the  river  to  the  Emori  Joi  community. 


projects  had  for  the  quality  of  their  everyday  lives;  we  got 
to  carry  water  with  them  from  the  river  — all  20  litres  of 
it;  we  heard  about  the  progress  being  made  with  respect 
to  basic  hygiene  and  more  complex  health  issues  such  as 
HIV/AIDS  and  female  circumcision.  We  were  heartened 
to  see  that  of  the  more  than  500  children  enrolled  at  the 
Emori  Joi  school,  a significant  number  were  girls  over  the 
age  of  13  whose  presence  at  school  is  a significant  break  from 
traditional  patterns  of  early  marriage  and  motherhood. 

After  substantially  completing  work  on  two  classrooms 
and  attending  a heart-warming  thank  you  ceremony 
staged  by  the  students,  parents  and  community  mem- 
bers, our  group  reluctantly  departed  from  Emori  Joi  for 
the  wildlife  preserve  on  the  Masai  Mara.  There  we  had 
the  chance  to  take  in  the  breathtaking  landscape  of  the 
Mara  — which  means  “spotted  plain”  — and  the  abun- 
dant wildlife.  The  wildebeest  and  zebra  migration  to  the 
Serengeti  counts  as  one  of  the  natural  wonders  of  the 
world  and  we  felt  privileged  to  witness  it.  While  breath- 
taking, our  safari  experience  paled  in  comparison  with 
the  real  reason  for  our  journey  — a sincere  belief  in  the 
power  of  education  to  provide  opportunity  and  hope  for 
the  future. 

Plans  are  currently  underway  for  a February  2011  trip  to 
Kenya.  In  addition,  a similar  trip  designed  with  more  recent 
alumni  in  mind  is  in  the  works  for  Ecuador.  Visit  http:// 
alunmi.utoronto.ca  in  the  upcoming  months  for  details. 


A lion  in  the  wilds  of  Kenya's  Mara. 
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